Khalid bin Waleed

The Prophet s said:
“Khalid bin Waleed! On the basis of your

inteuigence, understanding’ and foresig’h‘c I was
very hopeful that one day you would finally

accept Islam.”




Khalid bin Waleed <

A strong and sturdy physique, tall stature, broad shoulders, dignified
bearing and eagle-eyed with a brilliant intellect, noble thoughts and
firm determination this was the grand personality of Khalid bin
Waleed, one of the greatest warriors and commanders of Islamic
army. He was the ideal man uniting within his personality both
physical and intellectual beauty. He was the personification of nobility
and majesty, and an enviable example of all the best qualities. An
unparalleled rider, an expert swordsman and equally adept with the
spear or any other weapon, he was noted for his courage and his
foresight in planning. In the battle of Uhud, fighting from the kuffar,
displaying expertise and valour. He scattered the forces of the
Mujahideen; but in the battle of Mouta, it was the very same Muslim
hero whom by his brilliant strategic planning and courage, not only
saved most of the Mujdhideen but led them to one of their greatest
triumphs. The palaces of Rome and Persia trembled at his coming as
he tore through the ranks of the enemy in the battlefields.

When the kuffar heard this fearless man’s name they were shaken by a
terrible and dreadful panic; his stormy attacks and victories stunned
the world, and the Prophet & gave him the title of Saifullih, (Sword of
Allah). He is recognized in the world’s military history as one of the
greatest generals of all time. Triumphs and victories used to kiss his
feet and even his worst enemies acknowledged his military expertise.
From his early childhood Khalid bin Waleed was very sprightly, agile
and courageous. He was the son of the chieftain of the tribe of Banu
Makhzoom, Waleed bin Mughaira, and was hence everyone’s
favourite. In his youth the qualities of foresight and planning bloomed
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to perfection, and he occupied an enviable position among the youths of
Banu Makhzoom. He was blessed with a splendid graceful physique
which, attracted people and was counted among the nobility. From the
battle of Uhud to the battle of Hudaibia, he was the squadron leader
and commander of the cavalry. After that he was irradiated by his faith
in Islam. The story of his conversion to Islam makes interesting readers.

FHAHHK

Haris bin Hisham in the “Tabgat bin Sa’d’ relates that Khalid bin Waleed
used to say that before he accepted Islam, almost in every engagement,
he used to enter the battlefield challenging the Prophet . But each time
his majesty and nobility seemed to spread an aura which, seemed to
enter the heart of Khalid bin Waleed. Finally, Allah &% sowed in his
heart the love of Islam. On one occasion when the Prophet # was
leading the Zuhr (afternoon prayer) in the battlefield, with his army
behind him, Khalid bin Waleed was tempted to take advantage of this
invaluable opportunity and attack the Muslims who would thereby
suffer irrevocable losses. But some invisible force seemed to hold him
back and he just could not muster up enough courage to do it.

Then again in the same battlefield the Prophet & led the ‘Asr (early
evening prayer). Again the thought came to Khalid bin Waleed & that
he should not lose this chance to attack the Muslim army engrossed in
prayer. But it seemed as if his feet could not move; he realized that some
unseen power was protecting the Prophet # and surely he would one
day conquer not only whole Arabia but also, the whole world.

When the Prophet # signed the peace treaty at Hudaibiyah and
returned with his Companions to Al-Madinah, Khalid bin Waleed
wondered what would follow next. He kept pondering what he
should do. Should he migrate to Ethiopia? But then the thought came
to him that the ruler, Najashi, a Christian was already a follower of the
Prophet #, and Muslims had found a peaceful life under his
protection. Then he thought of going to King Harqul, give up his
religion and become a Jew or a Christian. He thought of leaving
Arabia, but all said and done it was his homeland. Should he just sit at
home and give up his warrior’s life? An endless stream of thoughts
seemed to flow through his mind, but he just could not make up his
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mind. At that momentous time he got a letter from his brother, who
had converted to Islam. He wrote in very affectionate terms that the
Prophet # had asked him where Khalid bin Waleed was. He had
answered respectfully that Allah Almighty would surely one day
bring Khalid bin Waleed to the Prophet # to embrace Islam. It was not
possible, he told him that his intelligent, perceptive and able brother
should be deprived of the blessings of Allah Almighty and Islam.

This message says Khalid bin Waleed, inclined his mind and feelings
even more towards Islam, and he felt very elated and proud that the
Prophet # had asked about him. He felt that his fortune had taken a
turn for the best possible future. During this time he dreamt that he
was moving out of a tiny, dark, dingy and airless place into a vast,
green fertile field. When he woke up he felt extremely pleasant and
made up his mind to definitely go to Al-Madinah. He wished that he
could find someone going there to join him.

He expressed his intention to ‘Uthméan bin Talhah # who agreed to
accompany him, and with a fervent desire to reach the presence of the
Prophet # they started on their journey. On the way they met ‘Amr
bin “Aas «. He asked them where they were going and he said he was
on his way to meet the Prophet # at Al-Madinah, as he was planning
to swear allegiance to Alldh Almighty and Islam. When they realized
that they all were bound together by the same yearning for Islam and
its True Prophet, they continued on the journey together happily.
They reached the presence of the Prophet # on the first day of Safar,
8t Hijrah. Khalid. bin Waleed respectfully greeted him and was
greeted by him with a smile. Khalid bin Waleed then took the pledge
of allegiance, swearing on the palm of the Prophet #£. Then very
affectionately he told Khalid bin Waleed «:

“1 was sure, taking into consideration your brilliance, your
wisdom and foresight that surely one day you would accept
Islam as your religion.”

Khalid bin Waleed & then requested him to pray to Allah Almighty
to forgive him for all the sins he had committed with the might of his
sword against Islam and for the problems he had created for Muslims.

The Prophet # assured him in gentle and compassionate tones that all
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he had done as a kafir (disbeliever) in his days of ignorance would be
automatically erased. Khalid bin Waleed < replied that still he would
request the Prophet 4 to offer supplications to Allah & for him. Then
the Prophet % prayed to Allah Almighty, asking Him to forgive
Khalid bin Waleed all his sins, and to have Mercy on him, for

doubtless He is Forgiving and Generous.

Then ‘Umar bin ‘Aas and ‘Uthman bin Talhah sy & 2, too
stepped forward and swore allegiance to Islam on the palm of the
Prophet #.

AKX

Khalid bin Waleed « told his dream to Abu Bakr Siddiq ¢, that he
saw in a dream that I was in a tiny dark room and after that in the
fertile green. Abu Bakr Siddiq 4 told him:

“The narrow dark room is your life is disbelieve and Shirk and
the fertile green expanse is your life in Islam. Allah Almighty
has brought you out of the narrowness and darkness of
ignorance into the radiant and enlightened fields of Islam, may
this prove auspicious for you.”

SKHNOK

Khalid bin Waleed « had converted to Islam, not out of fear or greed,
but because he was influenced by the attractive and magnetic
personality of the Prophet #. In human history forthrightness and
frankness in upholding the principles of Truth has been recognized as
a basic and vital quality. This is the reason why people who have the
courage to speak up for what they believe to be the Truth are often
extremist in expressing their views. These two positive qualities of
courage and frankness are to be found in the character of the great
Gerneral Khalid bin Waleed 2.

Until the time that he accepted Islam he was the most dangerous
enemy of Islam. In the battle of Uhud he played a major role in
converting the victory of Muslims into defeat with his extremism and
firmness of purpose. Since the Kuffar were losing they were
despondent and had given up hopes of winning completely. In this
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struggle between Truth and Falsehood, all the ranks of the Kuffar were
prepared to accept defeat, except for Khalid bin Waleed . This
warrior was the one who refused to cave in; the moment he gota
chance he got together a troop of cavalry and through a mountainous
route made an unexpected assault on the Muslim army. They were
shocked and wuprooted, as it were, and suffered grievous loss of lives.
Yet this same brave and daring warrior, once he became a Muslim,
fought at every stage with a sincerity of heart and purity of intention
for the cause of the propagation of Islam to bring victory to the
Muslims. He gave himself, mind, body and soul, for the great cause of
the Prophet 5. After his pledge of allegiance he gave the rest of his life
to fighting for truth against the forces of evil, cruelty and barbarism.
At the most critical of times he did not entertain the slightest degree of
fear or hopelessness and despair.

Khalid bin Waleed «% accomplished such daring exploits that the
world was lost in wonder and amazement. His great deeds of daring,
heroism and bravery, were acknowledged and admired by even his
enemies. The Commander-in-Chief of the German army, Jeneral
Aroon Romumel, was asked for the secret of his successes in warfare.
He answered that he followed the tactics employed by the great
Muslim general, Khalid bin Waleed. That the greatness and majesty of
Caesar was laid low in the dust by him is doubtless a miracle caused
by the ingenuity and well-planned tactics used by him in leading his
men. The eyes of the world saw that the mighty resources of Rome
and Persia were never deterrents for him. From the beginning to the
end in every contlict between Good and Evil, he remained victorious
and with the help of Allah Almighty’s blessings he never faced defeat.

On the boundaries of Syria is a city called Moatah. The confrontation,
which took place here, is called the War of Moatah. This is the first
war in which Khalid bin Waleed # took part as an ordinary soldier
after his conversion to Islam. But after three generals were martyred,
one after another, the mantle of leadership fell on him. There were
only three thousand Mujihideen and they were totally spent and
exhausted. The enemy, on the other hand, numbered two hundred
thousand fierce warriors, who were very well equipped and armed.
The war started due to the following incident.
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The Prophet # sent one of his most faithful Companions, Haris bin
‘Amr Azdi <, with a letter for the ruler of Basra, Haris bin Ami
Shamar Ghassani. He had barely reached Moatah, a town in the
province of Balgqa, on the borders of Syria, when the Governor of the
province, Sharjeel bin ‘Amr Ghassani, came to hear of his arrival. He
immediately had him arrested and killed brutally. When this terrible
news reached the Prophet £, he was very grieved and upset. Another
incident took place around the same time. A missionary group of
fifteen of the Prophet's Companions was in Syria engrossed in
carrying the Message of Islam and enjoining its teachings. All these
Companions were in a place called ‘Zat Al-Atlah’, when they were
treacherously murdered. Then again, around the same time the ruler
of Rome had threatened to invade Al-Madinah. These were the main
reasons why the Prophet # sent an army under General Zaid bin
Harithah «%. He had instructed that in case Zaid bin Héarithah %, was
martyred during the war, his place should be taken by Ja'far bin Abi
Talib «%. If he too was martyred then “Abdullah bin Rawaha < should
take over the command the forces. If he too should be martyred then
the Mujahideen should decide on who should be their Commander. He
had a white flag made for the army and entrusted it to General Zaid
bin Harithah <5 He commanded the army to camp at the spot where
Harith bin ‘Amr Azdi <%, had been martyred, ask Allah Almighty for
help and stand firm to battle against the enemy. He further instructed
them not to break their word and not to perpetrate any breach of trust.
They were ordered not to kill old people, women or children. Nor
should they kill any recluse or monk who had abandoned the world to
pray or meditate. No buildings were to be razed to the ground, nor
trees to be felled or destroyed. After receiving their orders from their
Commander-in-Chief, the Prophet %, the army set out on their
extremely difficult mission. After crossing very difficult territory they
finally reached the Syrian border and entered the province of Balga’.
Here they got the news that the Roman emperor Harqul had sent a
huge army to fight these handful of Muslim soldiers, and they were
already encamped in the field. So the Mujdhideen turned direction and
marched towards Moatah. At this place the two armies confronted
each other and heavy fighting broke out. The Muslims fought
fearlessly and Zaid bin Harithah & the general, realizing his
responsibilities as the Commander attacked the enemy. In order to
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boost the morale of his handful of men, he fought with the vigour and
zest of four men. There was destruction, perdition and panic all
round, as he advanced plunging through the ranks of the enemy, and
finally achieved martyrdom. Now Jafar bin Abu Talib «# took
command and holding the flagin his hand led the Muslim army. He
too rode fearlessly, trying to break through the ranks of the enemy.
Since the enemy’s army was huge and the fighting was intense, it was
difficult to ride through them, So he jumped off his steed and rushing
through their ranks started to rip off the heads of the enemy with his
sword. Finally, one of the enemy soldiers managed to land a powerful
blow and cut off his right hand. He took the flag in his left hand and
the enemy cut off the left hand as well. He still did not allow the flag
to fall down and continued to hold it with the help of his legs and
what was left of his arms. The enemy struck a final and fatal blow,
and Ja'far <% attained the exalted status of a martyr. According to the
instructions of the Prophet #, ‘Abdullah bin Rawéaha % now took
over the responsibility of General. Moving forward he took the flag,
and finally he too after displaying marvelous deeds of heroism
reached martyrdom, and the Glorious Presence of Allah Almighty.

HKHHK

The morale of the Mujdhideen was now at its lowest; they had lost
three Generals, and even their flag had fallen to the ground.
Considering the disproportionate numbers of the huge Roman army
and the small Muslim force, defeat seemed certain. The white flag of
the Muslim army had almost fallen into the hands of the enemy, when
Thabit bin Aqram < with a dexterous move took up the flag. He then
turned to Khalid bin Waleed < and addressed him thus:

“Please take this flag into your hands; at this most difficult of
times only you can perform the duty of a leader best.”

Khalid bin Waleed <% in very civil and humble tones declined the
honour, saying Thabit & was superior to him; having taken part in
the battle of Badr he had the right to be the leader of the Mujahideen,
he said. But Thabit bin Aqram < was adamant and swearing by Allah
Almighty he said it was a proved fact that with his deeds of valour,
Khalid bin Waleed < had shown his mettle. He said he had picked up
the flag from the ground only to hand it over to you. He again
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requested him to hold it up and tackle the critical situation with his
wise and strategic planning. The Mujdhadeen needed his military skill,
daring and brave leadership. He said the army needed him at this
crucial juncture to perform the important duties of leadership and
nonplus and confound the enemy so that the Muslim forces could get
some breathing space. Then turning to the Mujdhideen he asked them
of they were would like to accept Khalid bin Waleed % as their leader.
They all answered that they would be happy to have as their
Commander him. Realizing that he was the choice of the Mujahideen,
Khalid bin Waleed #& picked up the flag, accepting the position of
General. And he fought so fiercely and firmly that nine swords were
broken in his hands and the enemy was thwarted.

Compared to the enemy the Mujdhideen were very few in number.
Bringing experience and masterly strategy into play, Khalid bin
Waleed &% changed the whole formation of the army. He picked out a
group of the Mujdhideen to remain at the back in hiding, and then
suddenly appear and join the rest of the army. As a result the whole
atmosphere was filled with dust and sand as they moved forward.
The Roman army panicked when they saw this and thought that
reinforcements had arrived. Their morale started to dive down and
taking advantage of this opportunity. Khalid bin Waleed 4 started to
move out the Mujihideen very carefully out of the circle of the
surrounding enemy, and into a safe area. Earlier the Romans had been
very confident that they would decimate the Muslims, and not even
one of them would be allowed to leave the Dbattlefield alive. Their
confidence was very high because in the recent past they had defeated
the Persians; they were intoxicated by their victory and thoughta
handful of the Mujghideen would be no match for them. Khalid bin
Waleed «# with his God-given skill in planning had put into practice
intelligent tactics to defeat the enemy. On the every first day they
were shattered when they saw him break nine swords. And when he
saw on the second day that the Romans were frightened, panicking
and ready to retreat he took advantage of the opportunity to take his
men back to safety. To Dbring back the army intact under such
precarious and critical circumstances was no mean feat and
unforgettable in the annals of military history.

HOKHEHHK
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After the conversion of Khalid bin Waleed 4 to Islam, the second
most important event was the conquest of Makkah. In this battle the
Prophet # himself formally appointed him to lead a brigade,
consisting of the tribes of Banu Saleem, Banu Khazeema, Banu Ghaffar
and Jaheenah, and enter Makkah from the area of Kada. He was told
that if any local tribe tried to stop him he had permission to battle
with them using his skill with his sword and if there was no
opposition, not to start a war under any circumstances. The Prophet %
said every effort should be made to enter the city peacefully without
shedding any blood, and as far as possible respect the sanctity of
precincts of the Haram, the House of Allah Almighty. There were
about ten thousand Muslims in the army, far outnumbering the
inhabitants of Makkah. The chances were they would not dare to raise
arms against the Prophet %, and the city would be taken peacefully.
But then again, it went against the disposition of the Makkahns not to
oppose the taking of their centre. Hence the rising youth of the city,
under the leadership of ‘Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl, Safwan bin Umayya
and Sahal bin ‘Amr, organized their troops and tried to stop the
Muslims from entering the Makkah at Khandamah. The brigade they
opposed happened to be commanded by Khalid bin Waleed . When
the opponents saw his feats with the sword they lost courage and
rapidly fell back. In this battle twelve men of the Banu Baker and
Banu Hatheel tribes were slain. Two Muslims had lost their way and
reached some place else; these were the only two Muslims to be
martyred. Except for these, the whole Muslim army, without any
trouble, triumphantly, but peacefully, entered Makkah on Friday the
twentieth day of Ramadhan, 8t Hijrah.

After taking complete control of the city the Prophet # entered the
Ka'bah (the House of Allah 3%), and cleansed it completely of the filth
and pollution of the false idols which, had been placed there. Then
with exemplary and enviable magnanimity he declared general
amnesty and forgiveness for all.

1. He said who entered the Haram on that day were guaranteed
safety.

2. Those who surrendered their weapons were also guaranteed
safety.



