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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH MOST GRACIOUS, MOST
MERCIFUL

On the most difficult tasks is to attempt rendering a religious book into
English. Such a task assumes more difficult dimensions if it were directly
connected to texts which have been either sent down by Allah (the Exalted)
through Revelation or discussed by His Holy Messenger Muhammad (May
Allah’s Blessing sand Peace be upon him). That would be the case for every
translator especially if he[she were to convey the exact meaning intended by the
original text because as is the case with the English language, the Arabic
language terms have a wide range of connotations and denotations relative to
their context. Thus, that was one of the difficulties that I encountered when
trying to render this bok into English. Thus I have decided to include in my
preface explanatory paragraphs that aim at making clear to the reader every
aspect of the translation that makes understanding it difficult or that might lead
him/her to misunderstanding some of the fundamental concepts of Islam.
Therefore this preface has been divided into different sections each of which
aims at clarifying a single aspect of this trfanslation.

SECTION I: NATURE OF THE TRANSLATED BOOK

In fact this book is two books. The first one, Kitab At- Tawheed ( The book
of Unification) was written by the religious authority Sheikh Abdur-Rahman
Ben Hasan Ash-Sheikh, (Died in the year 1285 A.H. while the second one, Fat-
h al-Majeed ( The Interpretation of The Book of Unification) is its explanation
and was written by Sheikh Abdul-Aziz Ben Baz the president of The Islamic
University of Medina. Thus the reader of the English translation will notice that
the original text occupies parts of some pages while the explanation written by
Sheikh Ben Baz occupies the rest.

The book consists of chapters about which I am going to give the reader a
brief summary. Chapter one discusses the importance of beginning the book or
any significant matter with the Holy Koranic phrase In the name of Allah, Most
Gracious, Most Merciful. Chapter two he starts discussing The Book of Unifica-

3



tion and consequently the concept of Unification in Islam. Chapter three dis-
cusses the benefits of unification and whatever protects Mankind and covers
their sins. Chapter four discusses the case of he who reaches the stage of unify-
ing Allah (the Exalted); he may be admitted into The Garden without being
punished or tortured. Chapter five discusses joining in partners with Allah (the
Exalted) since such an act can never be forgiven by Him (the Exalted) while all
other kinds of sin may be forgiven if He (the Exalted) wishes. Chapter six dis-
cusses calling people to testify that «There is no god but Allah». Chapter eight
explains that the act of wearing a ring, a thread, or similar objects in order to
drive away distress or remove affliction, is considered an act of poilyhtheism.
Chapter nine discusses what has been mentioned about incantations, and amu-
lets. Chapter ten discusses the case of the one who asks for the blessing of a
tree, a stone or something similar. Chapter eleven discusses the case of he who
slays (sacrifices animals for the sake of other than Allah (the Exalted). Chap-
ter twelve discusses the fact that it is proscribed by Islam to sacrifice in a place
where sacrifices are slain for other than Allah (the Exalted). Chapter thirteen
discusses that vowing by other than Allah (the Exalted) is considered in Islam
an act of pollytheism. Chapter fourteen says that Islam considers resorting to
other than Allah (the Exalted) for help is an act of polytheism. Chapter fifteen
elaborates the fact that it is considered an act of polytheism to seek help of
other than Allah (the Exalted). Chapter sixteen interprets the Holy Verse, «Do
the indeed ascribe to Him as partners things that create nothing, but are them-
selves created? No aid can they give them, nor can they aid themselves!» (7:191-
192 ). Chapter seventeen interprets the following Holy Verse, «So far (Is this
the case) that, when terror is removed from their hearts ( At the Day of Judge-
ment, then) will they say, « What is it that your Lord commanded? « They will
say, « That which is true. and just; and He is the Most High, Most Great».
Chapter eighteen discusses intercession in general and the characteristics of re-
Jjected intercession. Chapter nineteen discusses the interpretation of the following
Holy Verse, «lt is true thou wilt not be able to guide every one whom thou
lovest, but Allah guides those He will» (28:56). Chapter twenty discusses the
‘eason behind Bani Adams, abandoning their religion and states that the reason
is their exaggeration concerning those who are righteous. Chapter twenty-one
discusses the stance of Islam towards the one who worships Allah (the Exalted)
at a righteous man’s grave. Chapter twenty-two discusses that exaggeration at a
righteous man’s grave turns that man into pagan worshipped regardless of Allah
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(the Exalted). Chapter twenty-three discusses the Holy Prophet’s defending
Unification and blocking all the way leading to polytheism. Chapter twenty-four
discusses that some of this nation worship pagans. Chapter twenty-five discusses
what was mentioned about magic. Chapter twenty-six is about showing some
kinds of magic. Chapter twenty-seven discusses what was mentioned concerning
priests and those people similar to them. Chapter twenty-eight discusses incanta-
tions. Chapter twenty-nine discusses pessimism and seeing evil omens by follow-
ing certain procedures adopted from Pre-Islamic times. Chapter thirty discusses
fortune telling such as astrology and augury. Chapter thirty-one discusses resort-
ing to the phases of the moon in order to ask for rain. Chapter thirty-two ex-
plains the Holy verse that says, « Yet there are men who take (for worship)
others beside Allah, as equal (with Allah): They love them as they should love
Allah». (2:165). Chapter thirty-three explains the Holy Verse that says, «It is
only the Evil one that suggests to you fear of this votaries: be ye not afraid of
them, but fear Me, if ye have Faith». (3:175). Chapter thirty-four explains the
Holy Verse that says, « But on Allah put your trust if ye have faith». (5:26).
Chapter thirty-five interprets the Holy Verse that says, «Did they then feel se-
cure against the plan of Allah? But no one can feel secure from the plan of Al-
lah, except those (Doomed) to ruinl» (7:99). Chapter thirty-six discusses
patience as one the characteristics of a believer in Allah ( the Exalted). Chapter
thirty-seven discusses what was said about hypocrisy. Chapter thirty-eight dis-
cusses the case of the man who desires the present life through his deeds; such
acts are considered among polytheistic acts. Chapter thirty-nine discusses the
case of the one who obeys religious authorities and princes in proscribing what
Allah (the Exalted) has allowed or allowing what He (the Exalted) has pro-
scribed; such a person is considered, to have taken those men as lords besides Al-
lah (the Exalted). Chapter forty interprets the Holy Verse that says, « Hast
thou not turned thy vision to those who declare that they believe in the revela-
tions that have come to thee and to those before thee? Their (real) wish is to re-
sort together for judgement (in their disputes) to the evil one, though they were
ordered to reject him. But Shaitan’s wish is to lead them astray far away (from
the Right). When it is said to them: «Come to what Allah hath revealed, and to
the Apostle. « Thou seest the hypocrites avert their faces from thee in disgust.
How then, when they are seized by misfortune. Because of the deeds which their
hands have sent forth? Then they come to thee, swearing by Allah: « We meant
no more than good-will and conciliation!» (4:60-62). Chapter forty-one dis-
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cusses the case of the person who rejects any one of the names and attributes of
Allah (the Exalted). Chapter forty-two discusses the Holy Verse that says,
«They recognise the favours of Allah; then they deny them; and most of them
are (creatures) ungratefuly. (16:83). Chapter forty-three interprets the Holy
Verse, «... then set not up rivals unto Allah when ye know the (Truth)» (2:22)
Chapter forty-four discusses the case of the person who cannot be convinced if
sworn 1o by Allah (the Exalted). Chapter forty-five discusses the case of the
person who curses time; he is considered to have caused harm to Allah (the Ex-
alted). Chapter forty-six discusses using the term» Supreme Judge «and similar
term to name people. Chapter forty-seven discusses revering the names of Allah
(the Exalted) and changing people’s names because of that. Chapter forty-eight
discusses the case of the person who mocks at something that includes a mention
of Allah (the Exalted), the Holy Koran or the Holy Messenger (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him). Chapter forty-nine explains the Holy Verse
that says, «Then We give him a taste of some mercy from Quselves, after some
adversity has touched him, he is sure to say», This is due to my (merit): I think
not that the Hour (of judgement) will (ever) be established; but if I am brought
back to my Lord, I have (much) good (stored) in His sight!» But We will show
the unbelievers the truth of all that they did, and We shall give them the taste of
severe penalty». (41:50). Chapter fifty explains the Holy Verse that says, « But
when He giveth them a goodlychild, they ascribe to others a share in the gift
they have received: but Allah is exalted high above the partners they ascribe to
Hime« (7:190) Chapter fifty-one explains the Holy Verse that says, « The most
beautiful names belong to Allah: So call on Him (7:180). Chapter fifty-two dis-
cusses that one is not allowed to say three discusses saving, «O Allah! Forgive
me if You wish». Chapter fifty-four says that one should not say, « My siave».
Chapter fiftv-five discusses the saying that one must not turn down any one who
asks by using Allah’s (the Exalted) name. Chapter fifty-six discusses the fact
that only admission into the Garden can be asked by using the term «For the
sake of Allah (the Exalted). Chapter fifty-seven discusses what was mentioned
concerning the conditional term «if». Chapter fifty-eight discusses forbidden peo-
ple from cursing the wind. Chapter fifty-nine interprets the following Holy
Verse, « After (the excitement) of the distress, He sent down calm on a band of
you overcome with slumber, while another band was stirred to anxiety by their
own feelings, moved by wrong suspicions of Allah-suspicions due to ignorance.
They said: « What affair is this of our «Say thou»: Indeed, this affair is wholly
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Allah’s» They hide in their minds what they dare not reveal to thee. They say
(to themselves): «If we had had anything to do with this affair, we should not
have been in the slaughter here» Say: «Even if you had remaind in your homes,
those for whom death was decreed would certainly have gone forth to the place
of their death»; But (all this was) that Allah might test what is in your breasts
and purge what is in your hearts. For Allah knoweth well the secrets of your
hearts» (3:154). Chapter sixty discusses what was mentioned concerning those
whe deny destiny. Chapter sixty-one discusses what was mentioned concerning
those who draw images (which resemble Allah’s creation). Chapter sixty-two
discusses what was mentioned about excess swearing. Chapter sixty-:nree dis-
cusses what was mentioned about «Falling within Allah’s (the Exalted) protec-
tion and falling within His Holy Messenger’s ( May Allah’s peace and biessings
be upon him) protection. «it also includes some explanation of the following
Holy Verse, «Fulfil the Covenant of Allah when ye have entered inic ii, and
break not your oaths after ye have confirmed them; indeed ye have igae Ailah
your security; for Allah knoweth all that ye do« (16:91). Chapter sixiy~"our dis-
cusses what was mentioned about swearing by Allah (the Exaited). Chapter
sixty-five discusses the fact that it is prohibited to ask Aliah (the Exaliec) o in-
tercede among His creatures. Chapter sixty-six discusses what was meniioned
concerning the Holy Prophet’s (May Allah peace and biessing be wpon iim)
protection of Unification and blocking the ways leading to polytheism. Clhapter
sixty-seven explains the following Holy Verse, «No jusi estimaie have they
made of Allah, such as is due to Him: on the Day of Judgemen: the whaole cf the
earth will be but His handful, and the Heavens will be rolled up in His right
hand: Glory to Him! High is He above the partners they attribute 0 Him!»
(39:67).

SECTION II: TRANSLITERATION

This section aims at explaining the meaning of Arabic proper nouns which
cannot be translated and which were transliterated that is to say represented or
spelled in the characters of the English language. I included this list the most im-
portant transliterated terms:

Aba The father of.

Abbas, ibn Abdullah Ben al-Abbas, a much reserved Muexegete.

Abdulmuttalib The grandfather, on the paternal side, of the Prophet
Muhammad.



Abdur-Rahman
Abed
Abdel-Muttalib

Abdel-Rahman
Abdel-Razzaq
Abde Manaf

Abed Manaf, Bani
Abeed

Ad-

Adi Ben Hatem

Ahmad Ben Hanbal

Asia
Al-
Ali Ben Abi Taleb

Allah
Amir al-muw’minin
Amre Ben al-Ass

An-

Anas

As-

At-

Ath-

Baghdad
Bakre, Abu
Bani

Banu

Ben

Fat-h, the year of
Fatiha, al

Figh

Hadith Shareef

The slave of the Most Gracious.

Slave

The grandfather, on the paternal side, of the Prophet
Muhammad |

The slave of the Most Gracious.

The slave of the Provider.

Father of Hashim and ancestor of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad.

The sons of Abed Manaf,

Slaves

The article «They.

One of the most distinguished mediaval juri theologians
of Islam

One of the nine wives of the Hole Messenger

The article «The»

The Holy Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law He first Shiite
Imam and a

The Moslem term for God.

The prince of all believers; Ali Ben Abi Talib.

He is primarily renowned as the conquror or between 19/
640-21/642.

The article «The».

Ibn Malik.

The article «The»

The article «Thep.

The article «They.

The capital of Iraq.

One of the companions of the Holy Prophet.

The sons of.

The sons of.

The son of.

The year in which Mecca was conquered.

The opening chapter of the Holy Koran.

Islamic jurisprudence.

Honorable Hadith.,



Hajj

Halal
Haram
Hasan, al-
Hijra

Ibn
Ibrahim

Ijmaa’
Ijtihad

Ilhad

Imam

Iman

Is-hak

Is-haq

Israel, Bani
Issa

Jahiliyya

Jibril

Jihad

Jinn(s)

Niwas Ben Semaan
Ben Khalid, an-
Nouh

Omair Ben Habib
as-Safi

Omar, Ibn
Takhm

Talagq, at-
Tawheed
Tawassul
Taymiyya, Ibn
Um

Umra

Pilgrimage; this is one of the five pillars of Islam

That which is permitted or lawful.

Proscribed.

Son of Ali Ben Abi Talib.

Migration: specifically, the migration of the Prophet from
Mecca to Medina,

The son of.

Abraham, patriarch and ardent proponent of monothe-
1sm.

Consensus of opinion.

The exercise of independent judgement unfett law or
past precedent.

Heresy.

Islamic leader at praver.

Belief or faith.

Isaac.

Isaac.

The sons of Israel; the Jews.

Jesus Christ.

Pre-Islamic times.

Gabriel.

Holy stuggle.

Genie.

One of the companions of the Holy Prophet.
Noah.

One of the companions of the Holy Prophet.
The son of Omar Ben al-Khattab.
Demarcation Iine, limits or border.

Divorce.

Unification.

Intercession.

Distinguished Hanbali jurist and theologian.
The mother of.

Minor Hayj.



Wahib The giver or donor.
Wahibah The she giver or donor.

SECTION III: ESSENTIAL ISLAMIC CONCEPTS

1. THE PILLARS OF ISLAM

The pillars of Islam or «Arkan» (Plural of Rukn which literally means
«supports» or «basic element») This term has been used in Arabic to refer to
the five pillars of Islam. These are in alphabetical order: Hajj, Salat, Sawm,
Shahada, and Zakat. These five pillars of arkan constitute the essence of Isiam,
that is why I would like to say a brief explanatory note about each.

A. Hajj: that is to say pilgrimage to Mecca. This is one of the five arkan or
pillars of Islam. All Muslims, provided a number of conditions including good
health and financial abifitv are present have a duty to make a piigrimage to
Mecca at least once in their lifetimes. This major pilgrimage must be made in
the Month of pilgrimage Dhu'l-Hijja, the last month of the Muslim lunar calen-
dar between the eight day of the month and the twelifth or thirteenth. Also a min-
or pilgrimage to Mecca, which does not count towards fulfiiment of the religious
duty and is called in Arabic ‘umra, may be made at any time and requires less

ceremontal.

B. Salat: that is to say performing the prayer ritual. Moslems have to pray
five times a day starting with the Morning prayer, the Noon prayer, the After-
noon prayer, the Sunset prayer and finally the Evening prayer.

C. Sawm: that is to say fasting during the holy month of Ramadan. When
they fast they are forbidden to eat or drink or smoke or take any thing that en-
ters the body otherwise they wouldn’t be considered as fasting. The duration of
fasting starts from dawn and lasts till sunset is complete.

D. Shahada: that is to say the profession of Faith. The profession of Faith
is saying, «I witness that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His

Holy Messenger».

E. Zakat: that is to say alms giving. Moslems are required to pay a frac-
tion of their money and belongings each year to the poor. This fraction is speci-
fied by the Holy Koran and differs from one type of money and property Lo
another.
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2. CALENDAR

The Islamic calendar is lunar rather than solar. If formally began with the
Hijra of the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) from
Mecca to Medina. This took place in AD622 which became the first year of the
Moslem lunar calendar. Because the Hijri Islamic dates are therefore termed in
Arabic Hijri dates, they are written in English with AH (-Anno Hegirae) as a
prefix or suffix in place of AD.

3. ABLUTION

All Moslems are required to perform the abluton ritual before they start
their prayers, otherwise their prayers would not be accepted by Allah (the Ex-
alted). This ritual consists of washing in sequence parts of the body such as the
face, the head, the hands, part of the arms, the mouth and the feet, always start-
ing with the right part and repecting washing three times.

All help and success are sought from Allah (the Exalted).
December 29, 1996

Muhammad [tani
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Preface

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the worlds, and may Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon the most honorable among the prophets and the messen-
gers, our Prophet, Muhammad, as well as upon his family and Companions,
all together.

To proceed: I have studied the footnotes written by the authority
Sheikh Muhammad Hamed Al-Faki, concerning the book «Understanding
The Exalted- An Interpretation of the Book of Unification» by the research-
er, the authority Sheikh Abdur-Rahman Ben Hasan Ben Al-Sheikh, the lea-
der (Imam) and the reformer of the features of Islam in the twelfth century
A .H., Al-Sheikh Muhammad Ben Abdel-Wahab Ben Suleiman Ben Ali At-
Tamimi Al-Hanbali, may Allah’s mercy be upon them all. I have found that
those footnotes contain much benefaction and that he had excelled in his
discussions. He had copied most of it, from the above mentioned Sheikh Ab-
dur-Rahman. I ask Allah (the Exalted) may Thou benefit through them
everyone who reads them and to compensate the reward for everybody; He
(the Exalted) the Most Generous, the Most Bountiful. The following is a
manifest of all those remarks. All success is granted by Allah (the Exalted).

Abdulel-Aziz Ben Baz
President of The Islamic University in Medina

13






In the name of Allah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful Praise be
to Allah the Lord of the worlds, and only those who are pious may succeed
Mankind on earth, and no aggression may take place but against those who
are wrong doers such as those who originate heresies and those who are
polytheists, and I testify that there is no God but Allah (the Exalted) Alone,
He who has no partner with Him, the Lord of those who came before and
those who came after, the Self-subsisting and I testify that Muhammad is
His servant and Holy Messenger as well as the best among all His creatures.
O Allah bless Muhammad, his kinsfolk, his Companions and all who follow
them righteously till the Day of Judgment, and may your peace be upon
them all.

To proceed: Verily the book of Unification which has been written by
the Imam Sheikh of Islam (Muhammad Ben Abdel-Wahab) may Allah (the
Exalted) generously reward him, and forgive him as well as those who re-
sponded to his call till the Day of Judgment - has turned out to be original
in meaning: By using his proofs to show unification and collecting his evi-
dence to clarify it. Thus it has become knowledge for the monotheists and
an evidence against the atheists. Thus many people have benefited from it.
Verily this Imam, may Allah be merciful with him, in his youth Allah (the
Exalted) has expanded his breast for the holy truth which Allah has sent
with His messengers: by sincere worship in all its types only for Allah (the
Exalted) the Lord of the worlds, and by rejecting much of the polytheism of
polytheists. Thereupon Allah (the Exalted) has exalted to his endeavor and
reinforced his determination; thus he embarked to call the people of Najd to
unification, which is the essence of Islam and belief, and he had forbidden
them from worshipping trees, stones, graves, and idols. He also forbade
them from believing in magic, fortune-tellers and soothsayers. Thus Allah
(the Exalted) has abolished every heresy and delusion called for by every Sa-
tan, by his call, also Allah(the Exalted) has erected the banner of holy strug-
gle and refuted the doubts of oppossers among the people of stubborness
and polytheism, and as a consequence most of the people living in that
country adopted the religion of Islam. His call and books spread every
where, till those who are the people of disunion admitted his favor, except
he who was controlled by the Shaitan (Devil) who in turn made him hate
faith, so he kept on being stubborn and oppressive.

The people of the Arat Peninsula became after his mission, as Kutada,
may Allah’s mercy be upon him has said about the case of those who came
first among this nation, «Verily when the Moslims said, «There is no God
but Allah, the polytheists rejected that and considered it as a great sin, also
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Ibliss and his army of supporters were confined and limited by it; accom-
plishing it, bringing it into existence and supporting it against those who op-
possed and resisted it; it is a word which he who uses in dispute succeeds,
and which he who uses in struggle is granted victory; it is a word known by
the people of the peninsula which is crossed by the riding in few nights; and
there are groups of people living in insignificant eras who neither know
about 1t nor acknowledge 1t».

Allah (the Exalted) has already expanded the breasts of many scholars
and authorities and made them acknowledge His call; they in turn had re-
garded that call as auspicious, rejoiced at it and welcomed it by writing
prose and poetry.

As far as his mentioned book is concerned, it is about clarifying what
Allah (the Exalted) has sent through his messengers such as unifying wor-
ship, and supporting it by the Holy Koran and the Sunna (Honourable Ha-
dith), and mentioning great polytheism that contradicts it or polytheism that
is incompatible with its due perfection, or whatever is similar to that or
leads to it.

The writer’s grandson had taken the initiative of explaining it. He is
Sheikh Suleiman Ben Abdullah may Allah’s mercy be upon him. Thus he ex-
plained it extensively and beneficially and exposed whatever eloquence is re-
quired to show and include, and he called it (What The Exalted in Power,
Worthy of all Praise Has Facilitated in Explaining The Book of Unifica-
tion).

When the writer exclaims (Sheikh of Islam) he means Abu Al-Abbas
Ben Abdel-Halim Ben Abdel-Salam Ben Taymiyya, and by (Alhafith) he
means Ahmad Ben Hijr Al-Askalani.

When I read his commentaries and explanation, I realized that at cer-
tain places he elaborated it while at others he used repetitions where he
should have elaborated. So I started refining and completing it, and I may
have added some recommendable quotations in order to perfect the benefit.
I called that book (The Glorious’s Blessing For The Explanation of The
Book of Unification).

I ask Allah (the Exalted) to benefit every scholar by this book. I ask
Him (the Exaited) to make it purely for the sake of His Generous Face, and
to lead whomever industriously studies it, to the Gardens in Heaven. There
is no strength or power but with Allah’s (the Exalted) help the Most High,
The Great.

The writer, may Allah be merciful with him, said:
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful.

He began his book by saying, «In the name of Allah, Most Gracious
Most Merciful, following the example of the Holy Koran and in conformity

with an honourable Hadith:

1- «Every significant matter that does not begin with, In the Name of
Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Meciful, is incomplete.» This honour-
able Hadith has been narrated by Ibn Habban in two ways. Ibn Salah said:
This honourable Hadith is fine.

2- Abi Dawud and Ibn Majah said, «Every significant matter that does
not begin with, «Praise be to Allah or with thanking Allah is incomplete.»

3- Ahmad said, «Every significant matter, that does not begin by men-
tioning Allah’s name, is considered incomplete». Also, the Darkutni said
after Abi Huraira, «Every significant matter that is not begun by mentioning
Allah’s name is considered incomplete».

The writer of this book (Sheikh Abdur-Rahman Ben Hasan Al Ash-
Sheik) has limited himself in some of his writings to saying, «In the name of
Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.» because this term is one of
the most eloquent terms of praising and invoking Allah (the Exalted) before
a following speech. The Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him) used to write it in his correspondence, as in his letter to Heracu-
lus the Chief of the Romans. I have come across a copy written by his (the
writer) own hand, may Allah’s mercy be upon him, in which he started with,
«In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful». Then he continued by saying,
«May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon the Holy Prophet and his kins-
folk. Thus, accordingly, beginning by saying, «In the Name of Allah, the
Most Gracious, Most Merciful» is essential, and saying «May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon the Holy Prophet and his kinsfolk», is relative and
additional, that is relative to what comes after praising Allah (the Exalted).

4- «Verily when the mother of Jesus sent him to a teacher to teach him,
the teacher told him, «write in the name of Allah.» Therupon Jesus said,
«Do you know what Allah is? Allah is the God of Gods.»

The authority Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said,
«This honourable name has ten verbal properties.» and he listed them, then
he said, «As for its moral properties he said, «The best to know among the
creatures is the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him).

5- «I do not count praise on you as you have praised yourself.» How is
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it possible to count the properties of a name whose owner absolutely pos-
sesses every perfection, praise, extolment, tribute, glory, majesty, might,
beauty, benefaction, generosity, grace, and reverence? This name has never
been mentioned on a small amount without increasing it; or fear without re-
moving it; upon grief without dispelling it; or distress without relieving it; or
worry without driving it away, or hardship without erasing it. Never has a
weak person clinged to him without giving him power; or a humble person
without granting him might; or a poor person without making him rich; or
a lonely person without putting him at ease; or a defeated without support-
ing him with victory; or a needy person without dispelling harm; or a home-
less wanderer without giving him shelter.

It is really the name by which grief and distress are dispelled; it is the
name by which benefaction is descended and prayers are responded to and ac-
cepted; it is the name by which faults and slips are forgiven, lapses are un-
done, sins are removed and good deeds are brought forward. It is the name
by which the earth and the skies have been erected, Holy books sent down, as
well as messengers, and laws legislated. It i1s the name by which limitations
and penalties have been set. It is the name by which Holy Struggle has been
legislated, and creatures have been divided into happy and miserable. It is the
name by which the Sure Reality has been proven to be true, and the Event In-
evitable has come to pass. It is the name by which just measures and weights
have been set, the straight path erected and the emporium of Hell and the
Garden has been set out. It is the name by which the Lord of the worlds has
been worshipped and praised; it is the name by which messengers have been
sent; it is the name about which one is asked in the grave and on the Day of
Reserruction. It is the name to which all conflict and litigation belong; it the
name that encompasses all loyality and enmity; it is the name which makes
the one who knows it happy; it is the name that causes misery to the one who
does not know about or ignores; it is really the secret of all creation and
states; by this name they have come into existence and have been proved; to
that name they have wound up because He (the Exalted) was the cause and
the reason of all creation. That is what He (the Exalted) has decided and re-
quired, «Our Lord! Not for naught hast Thou created (all) this! Glory to
Thee! Give us salvation from the Penalty of the Fire». (3 : 191) till the end of
what he (Allah’s Mercy be upon him) had said.

His Saying, «The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful», Ibn Jarir said:
«As-Sari ben Yahya told us that Yahya Othman ben Zafar said that he
heard Al-Azramy saying, «The Most Gracious to all creatures the Most
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Merciful with the believers,» and he supported what he said by what Abi
Sai’d -that is Al-Khidri-said after Allah’s Holy Messenger.

6- «Verily, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: «The Most Gracious: The
Most Gracious in the present life as well as in the Afterlife, while the Most

Merciful; Most Merciful in the Afterlife.»

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said, «His name, Allah, in-
dicates that He (the Exalted) is worshipped by creatures as a result of their
love to Him, glorifying Him and submitting to him. It also indicates that
creatures resort to him whenever they are in need of something or suffering
from misfortune and calamity. That is necessary for the perfection of his
Lordship and Mercy which include the integrity of the Supreme power and
praise, and His ( the Exalted) Divinity, Lordship, Mercy and authority are
necessarily all the qualities of His (the Exalted) Perfection, since it is impos-
sible to prove that for he who is not alive, can not hear, can not see, can
not move, can not speak, can not perform what he wants, and is not wise in
what he says or does, since the attributes of glory and beauty are exclusive
to the name «Allah», and the attributes of performing, ability and exclu-
sively perform the actions of benefitting and harming (Granting, holding
back, executing the will, the perfection of power, and managing the state of
affairs of all creatures: all these are exclusive to the name of the Lord), the
attributes of benefaction, generosity, reverence kindness, grace, compassion,
and favor are exclusive to the name «Merciful».

Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah’s be Mercy be upon him) also said, «The
Most Gracious» denotes the attribute refering to Him (May He be blessed
and praised above) and «The Most Merciful» denotes the attributes of Allah
(the Exalted) refering to the person to whom Allah (the Exalted) has been
merciful upon. If you want to understand what has been mentioned, consid-
er carefully and think deeply about what He (the Exalted) has said, «And
He is full of Mercy to the Believers.» (33 : 43) «Unto them Most kind, Most
Merciful.» (9: 117), and it has never been mentiored as Merciful to them.

He said, «Verily the names of Allah (the Exalted) are names and attri-
butes. They verily are indicative of the attributes of His perfection. Thus
they are not incompatible as far as properties and attributes are concerned.
Thus «The Most Gracious» is His name and His attribute. As far as it is
considered as an attribute it precedes the name «Allah»; and as far it is con-
sidered a proper noun, it has been mentioned in the Holy Koran without
preceding the name «Allah»; rather it has been used as a proper noun. For
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Praise be to Allah, and may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon Mu-

hammad as well as upon his kinsfolk.

example, Allah (the Exalted) has said, «(Allah) the Most Gracious is firmly
established on the Throne (of authority)» (20: 5).

Praise be to Allah, and may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon Mu-
hammad as well as upon his kinsfolk.

His saying (Praise be to Allah) means using terms to eulogize the freely
chosen in accordance with exaltation. It emanates from the tongue and the
heart. Gratitude can be through the tongue, the soul and the dependence. It
is more general than praise which is more contingent on something, and
more special than praise as a cause; that is because it is in return for bene-
faction and grace; however, praise is more general as a cause, and more spe-
cial as a contingency, because it is in return for benefaction and grace as
well as in return for many other things. Thus on the surface they share the
general and the special; in one aspect they meet and in another aspect they
separate.

His saying (and may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon Muhammad
and his kinsfolk) is the best that has been said to mean Allah on blessing
His servants. Al-Bukhary (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) has mentioned
after Ibn Al-Aliah, «Allah’s blessing of His servant is commending him by
the angles.» This honourable Hadith has been confirmed by Ibn Al-Qayyim
(May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) in his two books, Jala’ Al-Afham» and
«Bada-ih al-Fawaid.

I said: It may be said with the intention to invoke Allah (the Exalted)
as has been mentioned in the Musnad after Ali.

7- «The Angles bless one of you as long as he is in his praying place;
they say, "Oh Allah forgive him, Oh Allah may Thou be merciful with
him.»

His saying (and his kinsfolk) means those who follow his religion; this
has been narrated by Imam Ahmad. Consequently this includes most of the
Companions, including all his Companions and other believers.
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The Book of Unification

The term book means a set of written, printed, or blank sheets bound
together into a volume.

Unification is two types: Unification concerning knowledge and proof,
and that is unification of Lordship, names and attributes. The second type is
unification in demand and goal, and that is unification of divinity and wor-
ship.

The authority Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah is Mercy be upon him) has
said. «As far as the unification which messengers have called for, and about
which books have been sent down, is concerned, we say that it is of two
types: Unification concerning knowledge and proof and unification concern-
ing demand and goal. The first is concerned with proving the reality of the
Lord (Be He blessed and raised above), His attributes, His deeds, His names
as well as His expressing Himself in His Holy Books and talking to whom-
ever He wishes from among his servants. It is also concerned with proving
the universality of what He (the Exalted) has predestined and of His (the Ex-
alted) wisdom; the Holy Koran has revealed this type as has been mentioned
at the beginning of the Sura of Hadid , the Sura of Taha, the end of the of
Hashr, the beginning of the Sura of Tanzeel As-Sajda, the beginning of the
Sura of Al-Imran and the whole of the Sura of Iklas and many others.

The second type: What has been included in the Sura «Say: O ye that
reject Faith!» (109: 1) and His saying,«Say, O people of the Book! Come to
common terms as between us and you: That we worship none but Allah; that
we associate no partners with Him; that we erect not from ourselves, Lords
and patrons other than Allah. If then they turn back say ye, Bear witness that
we (at least) are Muslims (bowing to Allah’s Will).» (3 : 64). This has also
been mentioned at the beginning of the Sura of Tanzeel Al-Kitab and its
end, the beginning of the Sura of Mu-"min, its middle and end; the begin-
ning of the Sura of A’raf and its end, the whole of the Sura of An’am and
most of the Suras of the Holy Koran include the theme of both types of uni-
fication, thus testifying by the unification and calling for it.

Verily, the Holy Koran has either informed about Allah (the Exalted),
His names, His attributes, His deeds and sayings; it is the cognitive and in-

21



formative type; however, calling for worshipping Him (the Exalted) Alone,
no partner, with Him, while rejecting all others is wiliful and is a requested
unification. Thus either commanding and forbidding; requiring us to obey
Allah (the Exalted) or commanding us to obey His (the Exalted) commands
and proscriptions; these are the just claims and integral parts of unification;
the Holy Koran has informed, honoring those people who believed in unifi-
cation and told us what has been done to them in the present life and how
they will be honored in the Afterlife; that is the reward they are given be-
cause they have believed in unification; the Holy Koran has informed about
polytheists and what has been done to them in the present life, that is, how
they have been punished and the torture that they will pass through in the
After-life. That is the punishment for those who reject unification. The
whole Holy Koran is concerned about unification and its just claims and re-
wards. As well it is concerned about polytheism, polytheists and their pun-
ishment.

The Sheikh of Islam has said, «Unification said by the messengers but
includes the proof that Allah (the Exalted) is Alone the only God; that is by
testifying that there is no God but Allah (the Exalted) by worshipping only
Him (the Exalted) by depending on Him (the Exalted) , Alone by remaining
loyal to Him (the Exalted) , by showing enmity towards His enemies, and by
working only for His sake. That includes proving what He (the Exalted) has
proven for Himself through names and attributes. Allah (the Exalted) has
said, «And your God is One God: There is ne God but He, Most Gracious,
Most Merciful». (2: 163). He (the Exalted) has also said, «Allah has said,
Take not (for worship) two gods: for He is just One God: Then fear Me (and
Me alone).» (16: 51). He (the Exalted) has also said, «If anyone invokes, be-
sides Allah, any other god, he has no authority therefore; and his reckoning
will be only with his Lord! And verily the unbelievers will fail to win through!»
(2: 117). He (the Exalted) has also said, «And question Thou our apostles
whom we sent before thee; did we appoint any deities other than (Allah) Most
Gracious, to be worshipped?» (43: 45).

Also, He (the Exalted) has told about every prophet among the pro-
phets who have called on people to worship only Allah (the Exalted) with-
out worshipping any partner with Him. He (the Exalted) has said, «There is

for you an excellent example (to follow) in Abraham and those with him, when
they said to their people, "We are clear of you and of whatever ye worship be-
sides Allah: We have rejected you, and there has arisen, between us and you,
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enmity and hatred for ever, -unless ye believe in Allah and Him alone.» (60:
4). He (the Exalted) has also said about the polytheists, «For they, when they
were told that there is no god except Allah, would puff themselves up with
pride». (37: 36), and «And say, What! Shall we give up our gods for the sake
of a possessed poet?» (37: 36). There are plenty of these examples in the Hely
Koran.

Unification does not mean the unification of Lordship only. That is
thinking that Allah (the Exalted) Alcne has created the world as those suff-
ists think. They think that if they had proven this by evidence, they would
have proven unification, and that if they had testified that and they ex-
hausted themselves then they would have perished for the sake of unifica-
tion. Verily if a man acknowiedges the names and the attributes that the
Lord (the Exalted) deserves and He exalted Him and acknowledged that He
(the Exalted) is the Creator of everything, that man would not be considered
a unifier [Monotheist] unless he testifies that there is no God but Allah {the
Exalted) Alone; thus he acknowledges that verily Allah Alone is the Diety
who deserves to be worshipped, and he adheres to worshipping Aillah {the
Exalted) Alone with no partner with Him. And the «Deity» is the god who
deserves to be worshipped rather than the deity in the sense of he who is
able to invent. Thus if interpreters explain «Deity» to mean who is able to
invent, and it has been thought and believed that this meaning is more speci-
fic to describe deity, and proving this has been set as the aim of unification
-as has been done by those suffists, and that is what they say after Abi-’
Hasan and his followers- they have never realized the reality of unification
with which Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him) has been sent. Verily the polythists of the Arabs acknowledged
that Allah (the Exalted) Alone is the sole Creator of every thing; yet, they
were polytheists. Allah (the Exalted) has said, «And most of them believe not
in Allah without associating (others as partners) with Him!» (12: 106). A
group of our forefathers said, «You ask them, who is it that has created the
Heavens and the earth? They say, Allah; however, they worship, another».
Allah (the Exalted) has said, «Say, To whom belong the earth and all beings
therein? (Say) if ye know!» They will say, «To Allah! say, «Yet will ye not re-
ceive admonition?» say, «Who is the Lord of the seven Heavens, and the Lord
of the Throne, (of Glory) Supreme?» They wili say, (They beiong) to Allah?
Say, will yet not then be filled with awe? Say, who is it in whose hands is the
governance of ail things, - who protects (All), but is not protected (of anyj?
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(Say) if ye know. They will say (it belongs) to Allah. Say, «Then how are ye de-
luded?» (23: 84-89). Thus not every body, who acknowledges that Allah (the
Exalted) is the Lord and Creator of everything, worships Him (the Exalted)
Alone without a partner; invokes Him (the Exalted) , Alone without a part-
ner; asking from Him (the Exalted) Alone; fearing Him (the Exalted) Alone,
remaining loyal to Him (the Exalted) and showing enmity towards His ene-
mies, obeying His Messengers and performing what He (the Exalted) com-
manded him to do, and proscribing what He (the Exalted) has proscribed.
Most polythiests have acknowledged that Allah (the Exalted) is the Creator
of everything while they confirmed those intercessors whom they worship
along with Allah (the Exalted) thus they made equals to Him (the Exalted).
Allah (the Exalted) has said, «What! Do they take for intercessors others be-
sides Allah? Say, «Even if they have no power whatever and no intelligence?»
Say, «To Allah belongs exclusively (the right to grant) intercession, to Him be-
longs the domain of the Heavens and the earth». (39: 43-44) Also Allah (the
Exalted) has said, «They serve, besides Allah, things that hurt them not nor
profit them, and they say, «These are our intercessors with Allah,» Say, «De
ye indeed inform Allah of something He knows not, in the Heavens or on
earth? -Glory to Him! And far is He above the partners they ascribe (to
Him)!»» (10: 18) He (the Exalted) has also said, «And behold! Ye come to us
bare and alone as we created you for the first time; ye have left behind you all
(the favours) which we bestowed on you; we see not with you your intercessors
whom ye thought to be partners in your affairs; so now all relations between
you have been cut off, and your (pet) fancies have left you in the lurch!» (6:
94). He (the Exalted) has said, «Yet there are men who take (for worship)
others beside Allah, as equal (with Allah). They love them as they should love
Allah.» (2: 165).

That is why the followers of those people prostrated themselves for the
sun, the moon and the planets, they also invoked them and fasted and prac-
ticed asceticism for their sake; later to say that this is not polytheism; rather,
polytheism is when I believe that it manages my life, if I made it a cause
and means I would not have committed the act of polytheism while it is ne-
cessarily known in Islam that such behavior is polytheism.

Allah (the Exalted) has said, «I have only created Jinns and men, that
they may serve me.» (51: 56).

The saying of Allah (the Exalted), «I have only created Jinns and men,
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Allah has said, «I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve
Me.» (51: 56)

that they may serve Me.» (51: 56).

The Sheikh of Islam has said, «Worship can be by obeying Allah (the
Exalted), that is by performing whatever He (the Exalted) has commanded
us to do through the Messengers.

He (the Exalted) has also said, «Worship is a term that connotes all
that which is said and performed, whether manifest or hidden, and is loved
and accepted by Allah (the Exalted).

[bn Al-Qayyim had said, «It consists of fifteen rules; he who completes
them has completed all the ranks of serving Allah (the Exalted) and wor-
shipping Him).

That is as follows: Verily worship is divided among the heart, the ton-
gue and the senses; the terms of whorship are five:

1-That which is essential,
2-That which is recommendable,
3-That which is wrongdoing,
4-That which is detestable,

5-That which is permissable (unproscribed). They apply to each of the
heart, the tongue and the senses.

Also, Al-Kurtobi has said, «Worship is firmly rooted in submission and
subservience. The functions of the Islamic law have been called acts of wor-
ship because worshippers abide by them and perform them while in a state
of submission to Allah (the Exalted).

The verse means that Allah (the Exalted) has created the Jinns and men
just to serve Him (the Exalted) and whorship Him (the Exalted). That is the
wisdom behind their creation.

I said, «It is the lawful religious wisdompy.

Imam Ibn Kathir had said, «Worshipping Him (the Exalted) is obeying
Him (the Exalted) by performing what He (the Exalted) has commanded us
to perform and by leaving whatever He (the Exalted) has prohibited us from
performing. That is the reality and the truth of the Islamic religion because
in Arabic the term Islam means surrendering to Allah (the Exalted); an ex-
treme state of sumbmission, and subservience.

He had also said explaing this Holy verse, «This Holy verse means that
verily Allah (the Exalted) has created all creatures to serve Him (the Ex-
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alted) and worshipping Him (the Exalted) Alone without joining a partner.
Thus he who obeys Him (the Exalted) , is perfectly rewarded; he who dis-
obeys Him (the Exalted), is severely tortured. He (the Exalted) does not
need them; rather they are poor in ail situations while He (the Exalted) is
their Creator and Benefactor. Alsc, Ali ben Abi Taleb (May Allah be
pleased with him) said about this Holy verse, «Verily I will command them
tc wroship Me and I will call them to serve Me.». Also Mujahid said, «Ve-
rily I will command them and proscribe them from doing what I donot want
them to do.» This has been chosen by the Zajjaj and Sheikh of Islam. He
said: «And the following shows what He (the Exalted) has meant, «Does
Man think that he will be, left uncontrolled, (without purpose)?» (75: 36). Ash-
Shafi’ said, «He (the Exalted) is neither commanded nor proscribed from
dcing whatever He (the Exalted) wants». He (the Exalted) has said in the
Holy Koran and in more than one place, «Adore vour Guardian-Lord.» (2:
1} and, «Reverence yo Guardian-Lord.» {4: 1), thus He (the Exalted) has
commanded them to do whatever they have been created for; for that reascn
He (the Exalted) has sent messengers and that 1s absolutely what has been
meant by the Holy Verse; that is what the Moslems understand and they use
this Holy verse as an evidence upon it
He said and this Hely verse resembles what Allah (the Exalted) has
said, «We sent not an Apostle, but to be obeyed, in accordance with the will of
Allah.» (4: 64) then he might be obeyed or discbeyed. Likewise He (the Ex-
alted) has only created them to worship Him, then they might worship Him,
or they might not worship Him (the Exalted) He (Be He blessed and raised
above) has not said that He has done.

The first: He (the Exalted) has created them to be His object.

The second: That is worshipping Him (the Exalted); however, He (the
Exalted) has mentined that He (the Exalted) has done the first so that He
may do the second; thus it turns out that they are the ones who perform or
do things for Him (the Exalted) consequently, they get their happiness
through what He (the Exalted) has done and whatever He (the Exalted)
loves and accepts to emanate from Himself (the Exalted) directed to them,
takes place.

The best witness to this interpretation or expianation are the traditions,
accounts and talks that have been said at intervals.

For example, what has been narrated by Mosiem in his Saheeh after
Anas ben Malek (May Allah be pleased with him) after the Holy Prophet
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He (the Exalted) has satd, «For we assuredly sent amongst every People

an apostle, (with the command), ‘serve Allah, and eschew Evil’» (16: 36).

(May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him), who said,

8- «Allah (the Exalted) says to one of the people of Fire who is getting the
easiest kind of torture in Hell: Had you possessed the present life with all that it

included in addition to something equivalent to it, would you have redeemed
yourself by it?» This person would say, . Allah (the Exalted) would say: All I want
from you while you were in the loins of the son of Adam is not to worship a
partner with Me so that I may not admit you into Hell; you refused my offer and
adopted polytheism?» This polytheist has disobeyed Allah’s (the Exalted) will
be worshipping a partner along with Him (the Exalted). That is the

religious, and legitemate will exactly as has been mentioned above.

Thus between the religious and legitemate will on one hand, and univer-
sal deterministic will on the other, there are absolute general aspects and
specific aspects. Both aspects meet in favor of the one who is loyal and obe-
dient, while the universal deterministic will uniquely perform against the dis-
obedient. Thus understand this and you are saved from the ignorance of the
«masters of speech» and their followers.

He (the Exalted) has said, «For we assuredly sent amongst every people
an apostle, (with the command), Serve Allah, and eschew evil.» (16: 36)

He said, «Allah’s (the Exalted) saying, «For we assuredly sent amongst
every people an apostle, (with the command), serve Allah, and eschew Evil.»
(16: 36). Omar ben Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him) said, «Evil is
the Shaitan», and Jaber (May Alah be pleased with him) said, «Evil means
priests upon whom shaitans used to descend.» These two explanations have
been narrated by Ibn Abi Hatem. Malek also said, «Evil is everything that is
worshipped regardless of Allah (the Exalted)».

I said, «And that mentioned above has been comprehensively defined
by the authority Ibn Al-Qayyim; he said, «Evil is everything or every beha-
vior through which a worshipper or servant exceeds the limits or boundaries
set between him and his Lord, follower, or obeyed. Thus every people’s evil
is that to which they resort for justice or rule regardless of Allah (the Ex-
alted) and His Messenger; or they worship regardless of Allah (the Exalted);
or they follow without Allah’s guidance; or obey him in matters that they
do not realize as belonging to Allah’s realm and that they must obey Allah

27



(the Exalted) and only Allah (the Exalted) in such matters. So if you pon-
dered over the evils of the world as well as the states of people in relation to
them, you would realize that most of them have turned away from worship-
ping Allah (the Exalted) to worshipping evil; you would realize that they
have turned away from obeying Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon him) to obeying evil and following him.

As for the meaning of the Holy verse, Allah (the Exalted) has informed
us that He (the Exalted) has sent to every people messengers with the mes-
sage. «Serve Allah, and eschew Evil». (16: 36). That is worship Allah (the Ex-
alted) Alone and do not worship any other besides Him. In that connection
Allah (the Exalted) has said, «Whoever rejects Evil and believes in Allah hath
grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks». (2. 256) and that
is the meaning of «there i1s no God but Allah», that is trustworthy hand-
hold itself.

Ibn Kathir has said concerning this Holy Verse: All of them-The mes-
sengers call on people to worship Allah (the Exalted), and had forbidden
them from worshipping any body but Him, thus He (Be the blessed and
raised above) kept on sending messengers to people to teach them that since
the sons of Adam have practised polytheism at the times of the people of
Noah to whom he was sent; he was the first messenger sent by Allah (the
Exalted) to the people of the earth till He (the Exalted) sealed those messen-
gers by Muhammad (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) whose
call has been applied by Man as well as the Jinns in the east as well as in
the west and all of them as Allah (the Exalted) has said, «Not an apostle did
We send before thee without this inspiration sent by us to him: That there is
no god but I therefore worship and serve Me». (21: 25).

Allah (the Exalted) has said in this Honorable Verse, «For we assu-
redly sent amongst every people an apostle, (with the command), serve Allah
and eschew Evil» (16: 36) So how can polytheists permit themselves to
say after they heard the above, «Had Allah wished, we would not have
worshipped any other partner besides Him.» Thus His legislative will is not
applicable to them because He (the Exalted) has already forbidden them
from that through His messengers; however, as for His universal will- that
making them able to do it as part of their destiny- they cannot use it as an
excuse, because He (the Exalted) has created Hell Fire and its people from
Shaitans and unbelievers, while He ( the Exalted) does not consent His ser-
vants to become unbelievers, and He (the Exalted) has a strong evidence and
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And He (the Exalted) said, «Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none
but Him and that ye be kind to parents whether one or both of them attain old
age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but ad-
dress them in terms of honour. And of kindness, lower to them the wing of hu-
mility, and say, ‘My Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as they cherished
me in childrhood». (17: 23).

absolute wisdom.

Moreover, He (the Exalted) has told us that He (the Exalted) disap-
proved of what they say inflicting upon them punishment in the present life,
and that is what the messengers have warned them of, thus He (the Exalted)
has said, «Of the people were some whom Allah guided, and some on whom
Error became inevitably (established).» (16: 36).

I said, this Holy Verse explains the preceding verse; He (the Exalted)
has said the following, «of the people were some whom Allah guided, and
some on whom Error became mevntably (established)». (16: 36). So think
about what we have said.

This Holy Verse indicates chat the wisdom behind sending messengers is
to call on their peoples to worship Allah (the Exalted) Alone and to forbid
them from worshipping any other partner along with Him (the Exalted) .
Verily that is the religion of all the prophets and messengers even though
their codes or laws may differ, and that is in conformity with what Allah
(the Exalted) has said, «To each among you have we prescribed a Law and an
Open Way». (5: 51). Also the same Holy Verse indicates that the working of

the heart and the senses are necessary for belief.

He said that Allah’s saying, «Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship
none but Him and that ye be kind to parents». (17: 23). Mujahid said, «De-
creed» means «willed». Oubay ben Ka‘b and Ibn Masoud and many others
have agreed upon that explanation while Ibn Jarir from Ibn Abbas who said
«Thy Lord hath decreed» means «Thy Lord hath ordered».

His (the Exalted) saying, «That ye worship none but Him» means to
worship Him (the Exalted) Alone without any partner, and that is the mean-
ing of «There is no God but Allah».

Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said that absolute ne-
gation is not unification, neither is affirmation without negation; thus unifi-
cation can be only if it includes negation and affirmation. That is the reality
of unification.
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His (the Exalted) saying, «Ye be kind to parents» that is, He (the Ex-
alted) has commanded you to be kind to parents in the same way He ( the
Exalted) has commanded you to worship Him, Alone with no partner along
with Him as He (the Exalted) has said in the other Holy Verse, «Show grati-
tude to Me and to thy parents: to Me is (thy final) goal.» (31: 14).

And His saying, «Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life,
say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them.» (17: 23) that is He (the
Exalted) commands you not to tell them words that may hurt them, even do
not show contempt which is the least degree of repelling. «nor repel them»
He (the Exalted) commands you not to act in front of them in an offensive
manner; Ata’ ben Abi Rabah said, «Do not shake the dust off your hands
in their presence».

However, after He (the Exalted) prohibited Man from performing in an
offensive manner or from saying something bad., He (the Exalted) com-
manded him to do that which is good and acceptable, thus He (the Exalted)
has said, «But address them in terms of honour». (17: 23) that is talk with
them in a polite, good manner; also He (the Exalted) has said, «And, out of
kindness, lower to them the wing of humility.» (17: 23) that is be humble in
front of them «and say, My Lord! Bestow on them thy Mercy.» (17: 23) that
is when they reach old age and die «as they cherished me in childhood.» (17:
23). Also on the subject of being kind to parents there are many honourable
Hadiths some of which are:

9- The honourable Hadith narrated after Anas and others, «Verily
Allah’s Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said Amen,
Amen, Amen, after he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him)
ascended the pulpit. The Companions and other people asked him, «Oh Allah’s
Holy Messenger why have you said Amen». He answered, «Gibreal came to
me and said, «O0 Muhammad, you name has been mentioned in front of a man
who did not bless you thereafter he was disgraced and humiliated.» and he
said: Say Amen, and I said Amen. Then he said, «Another man was disgraced
and humilated when the Holy Month of Ramadan ended and he was not
granted forgiveness, he said: Say Amen, and I said Amen. He said: Inspite one
who perceives his parents or one of them, and they didnot let him enter
Paradise. He said: Say Amen. I said Amen.»

10- Imam Ahmad has narrated after Abi Huraira (May Allah be
pleased with him) that the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace
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..........................................................................................

be upon him) said, «A man who dies after his parents or one of them and is
denied entrance to the Garden is definitely humiliated and disgraced.» The
authority Ibn Kathir said, «It is true that Abi Bakra (May Allah be pleased
with him) said, Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him) said,

11- «Shall T tell you about the greatest among the major sins? We said:
Oh Allah’s Holy Messenger: Yes, tell us. He said, worshipping along with Al-
lah (the Exalted) and being ungrateful to parents. Saying this he (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) was reclining; he (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) straightened up himself and added: Verily false witness,
and verily false witness, and he kept on repeating it till we said, we wish he
had stopped talking.» This was narrated by Al-Bukhary and Muslim. And Ab-
dullah ben Amr (May Allah be pleased with them) said, Allah’s Holy Messen-
ger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said,

12- «If one’s parents are pleased with him, Allah (the Exalted) will be
pleased with him; if one’s parents are displeased and angry with him, Allah
(the Exalted) will be displeased and angry with him». This was narrated by
At-Tirmithi and approved and corrected by Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim. Qu-
sayd As-Sa’idi (May Allah be pieased with him) said,

13- «While we were sitting at the Holy Prophet’s (May Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon him) a man from the tribe of Bani Salma came and said,
Oh Allah’s Holy Messenger, «Is there any obedience and filial piety that I
have to perform after my parents die? He said: Yes, you can bless them and
ask Allah (the Exalted) to grant them forgiveness, also you can follow what
they taught you when they were alive, and preserve the ties with blood rela-
tions and honouring their friends.» This was narrated by Abu Dawud and Ibn
Majah. There are many honourable Hadiths related to the same topic.

13- His (the Exalted) saying, «Serve Allah, and join not any partners with
Him.» (4: 36), about this Holy Verse the great authority Ibn Kathir ( may
Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said, «Allah (the Exalted) commands his ser-
vants to worship Him (the Exalted) Alone without joining any partner since
He (the Exaited) is the Creator and the Provider who confers His (the Ex-
alted) benefit upon His creatures under all circumstances, and He (the Ex-
alted) 1s the one who deserves to be worshipped Alone regardless of any of
His (the Exalted) creatures (the Exalted).
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And what He (the Exalted) has said, «Serve Allah, and join not any part-
ners with Him». (4: 36)...

This Holy Verse which is called the Verse of the ten rights, and in some
adopted editions of this book this Holy Verse has been mentioned before
the Holy Verse of An’am, that is why I have mentioned it earlier because of
the following discussion of the Holy Verse of An’am by Ibn Masoud, so
that mentioning him after, would be more suitable.

Allah’s (the Exalted) saying, «Say, Come, I will rehearse what Allah hath
(really) prohibited you from: join not anything as equal with Him; be good to
your parents...» (6:151-153)

The great authority Ibn Kathir (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said:
Allah (the Exalted) tells His Holy Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad,
(May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him), «Say» to those polytheists
who have worshipped other than Allah (the Exalted) and prohibited them-
selves from what Allah (the Exalted) has provided them, «Come» that is
come along and rush upon me so that I «rehearse» that is narrate for you
«What Allah (the Exalted) hath (really) prohibited you from» really, neither
by way of fabricating lies, or by way of assumption, imagination or guess;
rather by means of revelation and commands emanating from Him (the Ex-
alted) «join not anything as equal with Him» as if in this Koranic text a de-
leted term that is connoted by the text which implies: Allah (the Exalted)
has commanded you not to worship others along with Him, that is why He
( the Exalted) has said at the end of the verse, «Thus doth He command

(you).» (6: 151).

I said, the meaning is: He (the Exalted) has prohibited you to quit such
as worshipping others along with Him (the Exalted). In that connection Ibn
Hisham mentioned in Al-Mughni about His (the Exalted) saying, «join not
anything as equal with ffim». (6: 151) that this has seven interpretations the
best of which is that mentioned by Ibn Kathir and it is as follows: He (the
Exalted) has shown you this and made it clear so that you may not join any-
thing with Him (the Exalted), and the term «commanded» has been deleted
as well as the preposition and what preceded it. That is why, when they
were asked about what Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) was saying, they said,

14- «Serve Allah (the Exalted) and never worship along with Him any-
thing, and stop believing in what your fathers (Pre-Islamic) believed in.» As
what Abu Sufyan said to Hercules, and that is what Abu Sufyan and others
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and what e has said, «Say: ‘Come, 1 will rehearse what Allah hath (really)
prohibited you from]. Join not anything as equal with Him; be good to your
parents.’» (6: 151).

«Kill not your children on a plea of want; We provide sustenance for you
and for them: -come not nigh to shameful deeds whether open or secret; take
not life, which Allah hath made sacred, except by way of justice and law: Thus

doth He command you, that ye may learn wisdom.

understood from what Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Aliah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) told them! «Say there is no god but Allah so that yo may
prosper and succeed».

He (the Exalted) has also said, «Be good to your parents». (6: 151). Al-
Kurtobi said, «Being good to parents is by being dutiful and obedient to
them as well as by protecting and relieving them from slavery and allowing
them to be in authority.

His saying, «Kill net your children on a plea of want; We provide suste-
nance for you and for them». (6: 151) «want» means poverty; that is to say
do not bury you daughters alive because you are afraid of poverty and need
because 1 (Allah) provide sustenance for you and for them. Some Pre-Isla-
mic people used to bury their male children alive as well for the same above
mentioned reasons. This was mentioned by the Al-Kurtobi and in the two
Sahechs after Ibn Masoud (May Allah be pleased with him).

13- 1 said, «Oh, Allab’s Messenger, which sin is considered greatest by
Allah?» He said «To join an equal partner to Allah (the Exalted) while He
(the Exalted) is the one who created you». I said, «Then what» He (May
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said, «Killing your child out of fear
of eating your food». I said, «Then what» He (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) said, «To commit adultery with your neighbour’s wife».
Then Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allab’s blessings and peace be upon him)
rehearsed, «Those who invoke not, with Allah, any other god, nor slay such life
as Allah has made sacred, except for just cause, nor commit fornication; and
any that does this (not only) meets punishment (but) the Penalty on the Day of
Judgement will be doubted to him, and he will dwell therein in ignominy.
Unless he repents, believes and works righteous deeds for Allah will change the
evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Mest Merciful».
(25: 68-70).

His saying: «Come not nigh to shameful deeds, whether open or secret.»
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And come not nigh to the orphans property, except to improve it, until
he attains the age of full strength; give measure and weight with full justice;
-no burden do we place on any soul, but that which it can bear; whenever
ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfil the con-
venant of Allah: Thus doth He command you that ye may remember verily
this is My way leading straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: They will
scatter you about from His (great) path: thus doth He command you that ye
may be righteous». (6: 152).

(6: 151), concerning this verse Ibn Atiyya said, «This is comprehensive for-
biddance from performing all kinds of fornication and abomination which
constitute sins. «Open» and «Secret» are two states that meet the conditions
for most things.

His (the Exalted) saying: «Take not life, which Allah hath made sacred,
except by way of justice and law.» This was mentioned in the two Saheehs.

16- It was narrated after Ibn Masoud (May Allah be pleased with him),
«No Moslem who witnesses that there is no god but Allah may be lawfully
killed but because of three: The non virgin adulterous woman, the murderer,
and he who left the religion of Islam and the consensus of the Islamic so-
clety.»

His saying. «Thus doth He command you, that ye may learn wisdom» (6:
151), Ibn Atiyya said, «Thus» refers to all proscribed matters and command
is definite and determined order. His saying, «That ye may learn wisdom» (6.
151); «may» means that Allah (the Exalted) has told us these commands so
that we may act as such and work accordingly.

In the Hanafite Tibri’s interpretation: He mentioned first «Learn wis-
dom» then «remember» then «be righteous» because if they become wise,
they will remember; and if they remember, they will become afraid and
pious.

His saying, «And come not nigh to the orphan’s property, except to im-
proie it, until he attains the age of full strength.» Ibn Atiyya said concerning
this Holy Verse: That is comprehensive forbiddance for all kinds of ap-
proach related to dealing with the orphan’s money thus He (the Exalted) has
shut off the way in front all sorts of rationalization; however, He (the Ex-
alted) has excluded all kinds of approach aiming at improving and develop-
ing this money. Mujahid said, «Except to improve it» means using it in
commercial interprise; «Until he attains the age of full strength». Malek and
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others said, «This means maturity and adulthood and the disappearance of

foolishness and/or stupidity.» Something similar to this was narrated after
Zayd ben Aslam, Ash-Shka’bi, Rabi’a and others.

His saying, «Give measure and weight with (full) justice». Ibn Kathir
said, «Allah (the Exalted) commands people to be just in their interaction
among each other. «No burden do we place on any soul, but that which it can
bear» means that Allah (the Exalted) does not ask people to carry the bur-
dens of interpretation or Judgement while giving other people’s dues or
while taking their own dues from other people. Thus if one commits a mis-
take after exerting an effort in trying to give peopie their rights or dues or
while trying to take his rights or dues then he is not considered sinful or

guilty.

His saying: «Whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative».
That 1s a command for people to be just in what they speak as well as in what
they do, whether they were dealing with a close relative or with a stranger.
Al-Hanafi said: Justice in deeds does not vary, whether it was when dealing
with an enemy, an associate; it does not vary whether one is angry or pleased;
rather, one must be just even if it were against a close relative, thus one
should not tend to be lenient with somebody whom he loves or with a close
relative. «And let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong

and depart from justice. Be just: That is next to Piety». (5: 9).

His saying: «And fulfil the covenant of Allah.» Ibn Jarir said, «Fulfil the
commad that Allah (the Exalted) has commanded you». And fufilling this
command takes place by obeying what Allah (the Exalted) has commanded
them to do and by refraining from doing what Allah (the Exalted) has com-
manded them not to do. Also, it is by performing according to the Holy
Koran and the Honorable Sunna of His Holy Messenger (May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon him); that is indeed the fulfillment of the Covenant
of Allah (the Exalted). The same interpretation was explained by many
others. His saying, «Thus doth He command you that ye may remember.»
That you may learn a lesson and stop performing your previous acts of Pre-
Islamic times.

His saying, «Verily, this is My Way, leading straight: follow not (other)
paths: They will scatter you about from His (great) Path.» Al-Kurtobi said,
«That is a great Holy Verse related to what has been mentioned before. Ve-
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rily, He (the Exalted) forbade, commanded and warned people from follow-
ing other paths than His, and that is what the truthful Honourable Hadiths
and narratives of those who came before tell us. «Verily» here means com-
manding the people to rehearse that this is His Path. This interpretation be-
longs to Al-Fira’ and Al-Kisa’i. Also, it may mean that this is what Allah
(the Exalted) has commanded you to believe in and that verily this is My
Path. And the Path in this context is the religion of Islam. «Straight» means
that Path is correct, sound, virtuous and not twisted or distorted, thus He
(the Exalted) has commanded people to follow His Path that He (the Ex-
alted) has sent through the Holy Prophet, Muhammad (May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon him) and which includes His religion that leads to
the Garden. From this Path there have emerged many paths, those who fol-
low the straight one are saved and those who follow the ramifications are
led to Hell Fire. Allah (the Exalted) has said, «Follow not (other) paths: They
will scatter you about from His (great) Path.» That is scatter means here de-
viate.

The authority, Imam Ahmad, An-Nisai’, Ad-Darimi, Ibn Abi Hatim
and Al-Hakim have narrated after Ibn Masoud (May Allah be pleased with
them) who said,.

17- «Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him) drew a line by his hand and then said that that was the Straight Path
of Allah, then he drew to its left and to its right many other lines and said
that those were Paths each having Shaitan calling people to it. Then he
(May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) recited, «verily, this is My
way, leading straight: Follow it, follow not (other) paths: ... (till the end of
the Holy Verse). And after Mujahid it was narrated that by «Follow not
(other) paths» Allah (the Exalted) meant do not follow your desires, lusts or
heresy.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said, «let us say
something brief about the Straight Path, since people have many terms for
describing it or talking about it as well as about what is related to it; how-
ever, the truth about it is one, it is the path that Allah (the Exalted) has
erected for His servants so that they may be able to reach Him (the Ex-
alted), and there is no other path but it; rather, all other paths are blocked
in front of people but it, that path which He (the Exalted) erected through
His messengers and made it a means for worshipping Allah (the Exalted)
that is worshipping Him (the Exalted) alone and obeying His (the Exalted)
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Ibn Masoud said: «He who wants to read Muhammad’s (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) will that (May Allah’s blessings and peace
be upon him) sealed with his own seal, let him read what Allah (the Ex-
alted) has said, «Say, ‘Come, 1 will rehearse what Allah hath (really) prohib-
ited you from»: Join not anything as equal with Him.» (6: 151) till He (the
Exalted) says: «Verily; this is My way leading straight: Follow it»... till the
end of the Holy Verse». (6: 153).

messengers. Thus people shall not join partners or worship partners along
with Allah (the Exalted) neither shall they obey other than His Holy Mes-
senger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him).

Thus this means unifying Allah (the Exalted) and following only His
Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him), all of the
above mentioned is connoted in «There is no god but Allah and that Mu-
hammad is Allah’s Holy Messenger». Therefore, any explanation or interpre-
tation of the straight Path is included in these fundamental two terms. All
this means that you love Allah ( the Exalted) by your heart and please Him
by your performance and deeds, thus you do not leave a place in your heart
that is not full of loving Him (the Exalted), and you will not have a desire
or volition that is not related to pleasing Him (the Exalted). The first event
is accomplished by witnessing that there is no god but Allah (the Exalted)
and the second event is accomplished by witnessing that Muhammad is the
Holy Messenger of Allah (the Exalted). That is true guidance and the reli-
gion of rightness, that is realizing what Allah (the Exalted) has sent through
His Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) and act-
ing according to it. Now say whatever you want to say as far as the above
mentioned term is the solid and firm bases for it. He said, «And Sahl ben
Abdullah said,

18- You should follow the Honourable Sunna since and fear that a day
will shortly come when a man mentions the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon him) and follows him in all that he (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) does, people curse him, reject him, humili-
ate and scorn him.

His saying, «Ibn Masoud said, He who wants to read Muhammad’s
(May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) will, that he (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) is sealed with his own seal, let him read
what Allah (the Exalted) has said, «Say, Come, I will rehearse what Allah,
hath (really) prohibited you from» -till- «verily, this is My way leading
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straight: follow it» till the end of the verse».

By Ibn Masoud he means Abdullah ben Masoud ben Ghafil ben Habib
Al-Hathli Abu Abdur-Rahman who is an emanant companion of the first
generation who had the chance to converse with the Holy Prophet (May Al-
lah’s blessings and peace be upon him) and learn from him (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him). Also, he is one of the people who fought
with the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) in
the battles of Badr, Uhud, Khandaq and participated in the pledge of alle-
giance of Al-Radwan. He is as well, one of the greatest authorities among
the Companions. He was appointed by Omar as a prince and a ruler of
Kufa. He died in the year thirty-two (32) A.H (May Allah be pleased with
him).

This biography was narrated by At-Tirmithi as well as by Ibn Al-
Munthir, Ibn Abi Hatem and At-Tabarani. Some of those said that these
words mean that he who wants to look at the will as if it had been wnitten
and sealed without undergoing any change, let him read, «Say Come-til} the
end of the Holy Verse.». He compared it by the book which was written
then sealed without being added to or decreased from. Verily, the Holy Pro-
phet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) ordered his people to
follow only the Holy Koran, Allah’s Holy Book, as was mentioned by Mus-
lim.

19- «Verily, I leave behind me something which if you follow, you will
never ever go astray: Allah’s Holy Book». Also, Oubadah ben As-Samit nar-
rated that the Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him) said,

«Who among you pledge allegiance to me concerning these three Holy
Verses. Then he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) rehearsed,
«Say, Come I will rehearse what Allah hath (really) prohibited you from» till
he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) read all the three verses.»
Then he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said,

20- «He who follows them and abides by them honestly, gets his reward
from Allah (the Exalted)’ he who does not follow them exactly, Allab (the Ex-
alted) would punish him in the present life and he whose punishment is delayed
till the After life, then Allah (the Exalted) would either punish him or forgive
him». This was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim and Al-Hakim and was con-
formed and corrected by him.
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It was narrated after Mou’ath Ben Jabal that he said, «I was riding be-
hind the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) on a
donkey and he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said, ‘O
Mou’ath do you know what are the servants’ obligations toward Allah (the
Exalted) and what are Allah’s obligations towards His servants. The ser-
vants’ obligations towards Allah is that they must worship Him without
joining in any partner, and Allah’s obligation toward His servants is not to
torture he who does not join in partners with Him (the Exalted).» 1 said, «O
Allah’s Messenger, tell the people the glad tidings?» He said, «Donot tell
them they will become dependent.» This Honourable Hadith was mentioned
in the two Saheehs.

I said, «And because the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) did not order his people to do but that what Allah (the
Exalted) commanded them to do through the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) and through His Holy Book which He
(the Exalted) sent down, «Explaining all things, a guide, a Mercy, and Glad
Tidings to Muslims» (16: 89) These Holy Verses are Allah’s commands and
His Holy Messenger’s orders.

His saying : (And after Mou’ath ben Jabal who said, «I was riding be-
hind the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) on a
donkey and he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said,

21- O Mou’ath, do you know what are the servants’ obligations toward
Allah (the Exalted) and what are Allah’s obligations toward his servants? 1
said «Allah and His Holy Messenger know best. He (May Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon him) said, «The servants’ obligation toward Allah (the Ex-
alted) is that they must worship Him (the Exalted) Alone without joining in
any partner, and Allah’s obligation toward His servants is not to torture he
who does not join in partners with Allah (the Exalted)». I said, «O Allah’s
Holy Messenger tell those glad tidings to the people.» He said, «Do not tell
them they will become dependent». This Honourable Hadith was mentioned in
the two Saheehs).

This Honarable Hadith tradition is mentioned in the two Saheehs in dif-
ferent versions, one of which is mentioned by the writer.

And {Mou’ath ben jabal) (May Allah be pleased with him) is the son
of Amr ben Aws Al-Ansari Al-Khazaraji Abu Abdur-Rahman who is a very

39



famous and eminent Companion of the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon him). He fought with the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) the battle of Badr and the one after it. He
(May Ailah be pleased with him) was an authority concerning the science of
Honourable Hadith, the Holy Koran and religious Jurisdiction. The Holy
Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said,

22- «On the Day of Judgment Mou’ath will be gathered in front of the sa-
vants by one step».

At the end he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) said, «He
precedes the religious authorities by the distance crossed by an arrow thrown
through a bow.» Also it was said, «One mile.» and, «As far as one can see».
These three interpretations fit this Honourable Hadith best. Mou’ath died in
the year eighteen in the land of Ash-sham (Damascus now) of the Plague of
Amwas. The Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him)
assigned him the Caliph of Mecca so that he may teach the people there the
religion, i.e. the religion of Islam.

His saying: (I was riding behind the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s bles-
sings and peace be upon him) means the riding behind the Holy Prophet on
a donkey is permissible. It also denotes Mou’ath’s (May Allah be pleased
with him) virtue.

His saying: (On a donkey) he means the donkey which was called Ou-
fayre. This was narrated in one of the stories. I said, «The donkey was sent
to the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) as a
gift by the Moukawkas, the ruler of Egypt.

This means: The Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him) was so humble that he (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him) rode a donkey and accepted that some body else rides behind him
(May Allah’s blessings ana peace be upon him). That is in contradistinction
with what those who are conceited do.

His saying: (Do you know what are the servants’ obligations towards
Allah) is a question in the form of exclamation so that it would be more im-
pressive and more effective in being understood by the learner. And «The
servants’ obligations» is what they have to offer Him (the Exalted) and
«Allah’s obligations towards servants» means that is going to be inevitably
accomplished because He (the Exalted) has promised that to them as a re-
ward for unifying Him (the Exalted) as has been said in the Holy Verse, «(It
is) the promise of Allah. Never does Allah depart from His promise.» (30: 6).
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The Sheikh of Islam said, «Deserving the reward, the obedient servant
receives his reward as benefaction and kindness rather than receiving this re-
ward from an equal creature because of mutual services. Thus some people
say. «Deserving is meaningless». However, He (the Exalted) has told about
this and He (the Exalted) is most truthful and keeps His promises, but most
people confirm the worth and justice of this promise as has been mentioned
in the Holy Koran and the Honourabie Tradition (Sunna).

Allah (the Exalted) has said, «And it was due from us to aid those who
believed». (30: 47) However, the people of the Tradition say, «He (the Ex-
alted} is the One who foreordained upon Himself Mercy, and made incum-
bent on Himself justice; He (the Exalted) has not foreordained mercy upon
His creatures nor has He (the Exalted) made incumbent on them justice. The
Mu’tazila claim that it is His (the Exalted) duty relative to the creature and
that verily the servants have obeyed Him without making them do that and
that they deserve their reward with Him (the Exalted) being necessarily the
cause. In that conclusion, they made a big mistake. Also, concerning that
the people of Jabr (Determinism) and the people of Qadar (fate) have also
made the same mistake; they are the followers of-Jahm.

His saying: (I said Allah and His Holy Messenger know best) this an-
swer reflects the politeness and civility of the learner; thus he who is asked
about something the answer of which he does not know, should use the
same answer, that is in contradistinction with most mannered people.

His saying: (That they must worship Him without joining in any part-
ner). That is to unify Him (the Exalted) through worship. The religious
authority Ibn Al-Qayyim (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) did a very good
job when he defined worship comprehensively, so he said,

And worshipping the Merciful,

Two poles when one worships.

One goal, a heart of pure love is full.

The second goal a heart of humbleness is full.

You obey the orders.

His commands and His Messenger’s.

Never passion or Shaitan.

His saying: (Without joining in any partner) means to unify Him (the

Exalted) through worship; it is a must that one frees himself from joining
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partners in worshipping Allah (the Exalted) . He who does not free himself
from joining partners along with Allah (the Exalted) during worship does
not in fact worship only Allah (the Exalted); rather he is a polytheist since
he makes equal partners to Allah (the Exalted). And that is the meaning of
what the writer (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) said:

(Worship is unifying Allah (the Exalted), because it leads to contro-
versy. It was mentioned in some Divine quotations, «I (Allah (the Exalted)).
The Jinns and people are in a great conflict, I create and another 1s wor-
shipped, I provide and another is praised. My benefaction is sent down to
the servants, and their evil doings is ascending to me; [ approach them by
giving them ease and comfort and they make Me abhor them by performing
SIns.»).

His saying: (And Allah’s obligation toward His servants is not to tor-
ture he who does not join in partners with Allah). Al-Hafeth said, «He (the
Exalted) limited Himself (the Exalted) to rejecting polytheism because rel-
gion necessitates unification, and requires proving the Message by necessity,
thus he who gives the lie to Allah’s Holy Messenger (May Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon him) has indeed given the lie to Allah (the Exalted) , and
he who gives the lie to Allah (the Exalted) is a polytheist as it has been said,
«He who performs the ritual of ablution and prays, his prayer is valid and
accepted, on condition he satisfies all other conditions.

His saying: (tell the people the glad tidings) this terms includes favoring
to tell the Muslim about whatever makes him happy. It also includes what
the companions desired to tell the people. The writer (May Allah’s Mercy be
upon him) said so.

His saying: (Do not tell them the glad tidings so that they will not be-
come dependent on that). That is they will not depend on that and quit
competing in doing good acts. One of the narratives says: «Mou’ath told
this Honourable Hadith just before he died so that not to keep i1t secret and
do wrong by keeping it secret». Al-Wazeer Abu Al-Muthaffar said, «He
only refrained from telling it to an ignorant person whose ignorance might
lead his to misbehave by disobeying Allah (the Exalted) and His Holy Mes-
senger (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him); however, those civil
and courteous peopie who heard this Honourable Hadith became more obe-
dient and believed that more benefection ease and comfort require more obe-
dience; thus there was no need to refrain from telling them this Honourable
Hadith.
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This chapter discusses many issues:

The first: Wisdom behind creating Jinns and Mankind.

The second: Verily worship is unification because conflict between the

Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him) and the
polytheist took place because of it.

The third: The issue that he who does not unify Allah (the Exalted),
does not worship Allah (the Exalted). This denotes what Allah (the
Exalted) has said when He said in His Holy Koran about His Holy
Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him), «Nor will ye
worship that which I worship.» (109: 3) and His (the Exalted) «Saying,
«Those who believe and confuse not their beliefs with wrong that are
(truly) in security, for they are on the (right) guidance.» (6: 82).

This chapter has many benefits besides what has already been discussed:
urging people to worship Allah (the Exalted) faithfully and that if such wor-
ship is accompanied by polytheism, it becomes futile and without any bene-
fit; rather, it is not called worship. Also, the writer drew the attention of
people to the great and significant right of parents and the proscription of
being ungrateful to them. He also drew people’s attention to the greatness of
the perfect and firmly connected Holy Verses of the Holy Sura of An’am as
well as the permissibility of keeping knowledge away from some people of
this works for the benefit of the group.

His saying, «Narrated by» he means Al-Bukhary and Muslim. «Al-
Bukhary» (May Allah’s Mercy be upon him) is the Imam Muhammad
ben Ismail Al-Ja’fi; the great person who knows by heart the Traditions
(Honourable Hadiths) of the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him), he is the writer of As-Saheeh, At-Tarrekh and Al-
Adab Al-Mufrad and many other books. The above has been narrated by
Imam Ahmad ben Hanbal, Al-Houmaidy and Ibn Al-Madiny and others
who have the same religious qualifications. It has been narrated about
him by Muslim, An-Nisa’i, At-Tirmithi, and Al-Firbary the narrator of
As-Saheeh. He was born is the year 194 A.H and died in the year
256....A.H

And «Muslim» (May Allah’s be Mercy be upon him) is Ibn Hajjaj ben
Muslim An-Naisabouri, the writer of As-Saheeh, and Al-Wijdan and any
many other books. It has been narrated after Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and Ya-
hya Mou’in and Abi Khuthaima and Ibn Abi Shaiba and many others who
are of the same religious qualifications. It has been narrated after Al-Bukh-
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ary. At-Tirmithi, Ibrahim ben Muhammad ben Sufyan the narrator of As-
Saheeh. He was born in the year 204 A.H and died in the year 261 A.H in
Naisabour (May Allah’s Mercy be upon them).

The fourth: The wisdom out of sending messengers.
The fifth; That the message reached all nations.
The sixth: That verily the religion of prophets is one.

The seventh: The most important and greatest issue is that worship-
ping Allah (the Exalted) is achieved only by disbelieving and rejecting
the devil; He (the Exalted) meant this when He said, «Whoever rejects
evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the most trustworthy Hand-Hold,
that never breaks.» (2: 256).

The eighth: Evil is a general term that means all that is worshipped re-
gardless of Allah (the Exalted).

The ninth: The great significance and importance of the three perfect
and firmly connected Holy Verses in the Holy Sura of An’am and this
discusses ten issues the first of which is proscribing polytheism.

The tenth: The perfect and firmly connected Holy Verses in the Holy
Sura of Isra’ which discusses eighteen issues where by Allah (the Ex-
alted) starts by saying, «Take not with Allah another object of worship
or thou (O man!) Will sit in disgrace and distitution.» (17: 22) and He
(the Exalted) ended by saying, «Take not, with Allah, another object of
worship, lest thou shouldst be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and re-
jected» (17: 39) He (Be the blessed and raised above) has drawn our
attention to the significance of these issues by saying,

«These are among the (percepts of) wisdom, which thy Lord has revealed
to thee.» (17: 39).

The eleventh: The Holy Verse in the Holy Sura of Nisa’ (Women)
which is called the verse of the ten rights, which Allah (the Exalted)
has started by saying, «Serve Allah, and join not any partners with
Him.» (4: 36).

The twelfth: Drawing attention to the Holy Messenger’s (May Allah’s
blessings and peace be upon him) while on his (May Allah’s blessings
and peace be upon him) death bed.
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The thirteenth: Acknowledging our obligations towards Allah (the Ex-
alted).

The fourteenth: Acknowledging Allah’s obligations towards His ser-
vants if they did what they are supposed to do.

The fifteenth: The issue of Mou’ath is not even known by most of the
Companions of the Holy Prophet (May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him).

The sixteenth: That it is permissible to keep knowledge as secret if it 1s
for the welfare of all people.

The seventeenth: Favoring to tell the Moslem glad tidings which make
him happy and pleased.

The eighteenth: Fear of becoming dependant on Allah’s Unlimitea
Mercy.

The nineteenth: A responsible person says, «Allah and His Messenger
know best» when he is asked about an issue the answer of which he
does not know.

The twentieth: It is permissible to allow certain people to learn about
an issue regardless of others.

The twenty-first: The Holy Messenger’s (May Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him) humbleness evident in riding a donkey as well as
accepting to let another person ride behind him.

The twenty-second: It is permissible to ride on a donkey behind some-
body.

The twenty-third: The virtue of Mou’ath ben Jabal.

The twenty-fourth: The great significance of this issue.
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