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request to remain alive until the Day of Judgement.
This booklet will also elaborate upon Aqeedah points that 

are learnt from the disgraceful story of Shaytan’s failure and from 
the grievous stories of those who fell into his traps from the 
nations past.

The last part of this booklet focuses on the means 
prescribed in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah to dispel Shaytan and 
protect ourselves and our homes from him. 

A number of original Arabic works were referred to in the 
compilation of this booklet, most importantly; Shaytan: 
Khutuwatihi wa-Gayatihi by Wail Umar Ali Basheer, Adawatush-
Shaytan lil-Insan, Alam al-Jinn, Tafseer al-Kabeer by Abdul-Aziz 
ibn Abdullah al-Rajhi, Aqeedah at-Tawheed by Shaikh Salih al-
Fawzan, Tafseer Ibn Katheer and others.

I hope this booklet will serve as a handy weapon in 
combating Shaytan and all success lies with Allah.
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Literally, Shaytan means, 
‘rebellious’, and it describes 
anyone who is disrespectful and 
seeks to divert people away from the 
obedience of Allah, whether he be from the Jinn or humans. 
Qatadah commented on Allah’s statement, “Shayateen (pl. of 
Shaytan) among mankind and Jinn...” “There are Shayateen among 
the Jinn and Shayateen among mankind, who inspire each other.” 

In general, this term refers to Iblees, who is from the Jinn 
and created from fire. Jinn are a creation of Allah, and are subject to 
His Commands and Prohibitions and like humans they will be held 
accountable for their deeds on the Day of Judgment.

In the beginning, Iblees used to worship Allah alongside  
Angels. In His Glorious Book, Allah, the Exalted, has informed us - 
the children of Adam, about the enmity between Shaytan and 
mankind that has continued since the day Adam  was created. 

After having breathed soul into Adam, Allah commanded 
the Angels to prostrate before Adam as a sign of honor. Although 
Iblees was not an angel, he was included in the command to 
prostrate because he was striving to imitate the Angels in their 
behavior and deeds. However, Iblees thought too highly of himself 
and was arrogant. Ibn Abbas  said, “Before he undertook the path 
of sin, Iblees was with the Angels and was called Azazil. He was 
among the residents of the earth and was one of the most active 
worshipers and knowledgeable persons amidst the Angels. This fact 
caused him to be arrogant...”  

[See, Tafseer Ibn Katheer for the verse, (6): 112] 

[See, Tafseer Ibn Katheer for (2): 34]
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So Iblees refused to prostrate before Adam and said, “I am 
better than him [Adam], You created me from fire, and him You 
created from clay.” [Soorah al-A'raf (7): 12] This rebelliousness 
caused him to be expelled from the heavens and to be cursed by 
Allah. Thereupon, Iblees avowed to lead mankind astray and, ever 
since, he seeks to take each one of us into Hellfire with him. He is 
thus, mankind's greatest enemy.

Imam Ibnill-Qayyim brings together some of the great wisdom 
behind the creation of Shaytan in his book, Shifaa al-Ghaleel, p.322, 
he writes, “In the creation of Iblees and his cohorts, there is wisdom, 
the details of which cannot be encompassed by anyone except 
Allah.” A few of many reasons he mentioned are briefly stated below; 

by 
struggling against Shaytan and thus reaching lofty ranks of piety 
that could not have been achieved without Shaytan’s existence.

 (i.e., fearing the 
consequences of belittling the Commandments and Prohibitions of 
Allah) after having witnessed Shaytan’s fall from being amidst the 
Angels to being Shaytan - the rejected 

a) The slaves of Allah perfect their servitude to Allah 

b) The slaves of Allah increase in their Taqwa
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c) A lesson. 

d) Shaytan is a trial and test for Allah's slaves

e) Manifestation of Allah's complete Ability and Authority to 
create opposites 

f) The goodness of a thing can only be demonstrated by means of 
its opposite. 

g) Allah's Forbearance and Patience.

The fathers of both humankind and jinn were tested. 
One father - Iblees was too proud and refused to follow Allah’s 
Commands. He was made to face humiliation and disgrace and 
expelled from Paradise and doomed to be amongst the people of Hell. 
He thus, became a lesson for those who show arrogance and persist 
in their sins. Conversely, the other father, Adam  became an 
example for those who repent and return back to Allah after having 
committed sins.

such as; heavens and earth, light and darkness, 
Paradise and Hell, water and fire, heat and cold, good and evil, 
Jibreel and Angels as opposed to Iblees and the Shayateen.

It if were not for the ugly, we would not appreciate the 
virtue of beauty; if it were not for poverty, we would not value wealth. 

Allah loves to manifest His 
Forbearance, Patience and Deliberation (lack of haste), immense 
Mercy and Generosity. This necessitates that He should create those 
who will anger Him. Allah’s Messenger  informed us, “If you did not 
err, Allah would cause you to vanish and would bring people who 
would err and then seek His forgiveness, so that He could forgive 
them.” [Saheeh Muslim]

Yet, despite their transgressions, Allah bestows upon them 
all kinds of blessings; He sends provision, gives good health and 
allows them to enjoy all kinds of luxuries. He answers their prayers 
and removes harm from them. He treats them with kindness and 
care, unlike the manner in which they treat him. According to a 
hasan report, Allah says, “O son of Adam, you have not been fair to 
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Me. My goodness comes down to you, and your evil deeds ascend to 
Me. I try to win your love by sending you blessings when I have no 
need of you and how you try to earn My hatred by disobeying Me, 
while you are in great need of Me, and the noble angels are 
continuously bringing your evil actions to Me.” 

And when the slave returns back to Allah and seeks his 
forgiveness Allah accepts their repentance and thus the slaves 
witness His Attribute of Mercy and Forgiveness. 

Although evil and sins that occur due to the existence of 
Shaytan and his cohorts Anger Allah; the acts of obedience that 
result are dearer to Allah and more pleasing to Him; such as the 
believer’s going against his  desires that are insinuated by Shaytan, 
and the believer’s patience upon the hardships that Shaytan creates 
in the path of those who seek to earn Allah’s love and pleasure. 

Similarly, although sins and disobedience that are caused 
by Iblees anger Allah, “Allah is more pleased with the repentance of a 
servant as he turns to Him in repentance than the one amongst you, 
who is upon the camel in a waterless desert and there is upon (that 
camel) his provision of food and drink, then it is lost by him. Having 
lost all hope (to get it back), he lies down in the shade and is 
disappointed about his camel and then he finds that camel standing 
before him. He takes hold of its nose-
string and then out of boundless joy 
says, “O Lord, You are my servant 
and I am Your Lord.” He commits 
this mistake out of extreme delight.” 
[Saheeh Muslim (6618)]

h) Things beloved to Allah occur due to the existence of 
Shaytan. 
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